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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Future Demands on Wellington Dam.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) Is the statement correct in "The West
Australian" dated the 4th December, at-
tributed to the Minister for Works, in
which he is reported to have stated that
after the spending of £50,000 on the Wel-
lington Damn during the present financial
year, engineers had assured him that
there would be sufficient water for all
future demands of the scheme?

(2) If the answer to No. 1 is in the
affirmative, will the Minister outline all
future demands as envisaged by the said
engineers?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, but the hon. member has mis-

interpreted the Press statement.
Hon. A. L. Loton: How could I do that?
The MINISTER: I have the statement

from the Minister for Works, but I have not
yet been able to check up on it.

(2) These are outlined in "Hansard,"1
under date the 30th November, 1950.

Hon. A. L. LOTON (without notice)
asked the Minister for Transport:

Has the Minister read the Press state-
ment to which I made reference in my
question regarding the statement by the
Minister for Works?

The MINISTER replied:
I have not read the statement because I

have not had any time to do so and also
because the matter concerned the depart-
ment of another Minister who furnished
the reply.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION.
As to Papments to Miners.

Hon. R,. J. EQYLEN asked the Minister
for Transport:

How many miners, who were receiving
compensation payments before the 8th
April, 1949, and who were still receiving
them after that date have had their pay-
ments discontinued before they were paid
£1,250?

The MINISTER replied:
Sixty-eight.

FISHING INDUSTRY.
As to Mooring Facilities for floats.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minis-
ter for Transport:

(1) Has the Minister's attention been
drawn to the inadequate facilities for
mooring fishing boats at Fremanttle, ne-
cessitating craft being anchored in ex-
posed positions?

(2) If so, what remedial measures, if
any, are intended?

(3) If not, will he give consideration to
providing safer facilities for 'these valu-
ablc craft?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) A plan was drawn up by interested

parties including representatives of the
fishermen, the Public Works Department
and the Harbour and Light Department,
covering extensions to the jetty berths and
mooring tenders along the mole to pro-
vide more permanent berthing space for
boats and thus relieve the congestion in
the harbour area. This plan is under con-
sideration.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 4).

Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) [3.12] in
moving the second reading said: To ex-
plain the reasons for this Bill being
brought down, r first will have to relate
to the H-ouse a series of occurrences that
commenced recently in another place. A
private member's Bill was ruled out of
order by the Speaker in that House, on
the ground that the Bill appropriated
revenue and thus required a Governor's
Message, which, it being tL private 'Bill,
could not be supplied.
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Upon the delivery of this ruling by the
Speaker, the Leader of the opposition
asked why the State Housing Act Amend-
ment Bill, which had passed the third
reading stages in both Houses, had not
been provided with a Governor's Message,
as in the hon. member's opinion, it, too,
appropriated revenue, requiring, as it did,
the State Housing Commission to pay
rates on certain lands. The Speaker
stated he could give no opinion in this
instance, as the Bill had been passed by
Parliament and required only the Gov-
ernor's assent. The Leader of the Op-
position then communicated with the
Governor who referred his letter to the
Attorney General, who passed it on to the
Solicitor General.

The Solicitor General is of the opinion
that the State Housing Act Amendment
Bill did require a Governor's Message as
provided by Subsection (8) of Section 46
of the Constitution Acts Amendment Act.
This provision was inserted in the prin-
cipal Act in 1921, and the Solicitor Gen-
eral states that it is likely that a number
of Acts passed since 1921 also should have
had Governor's Messages. For this reason,
the Sdlicitor General points out, any of
these Acts could be Invalidated in a court
of law.

Therefore, the Bill proposes that non-
compliance with the provisions of Section
46 of the principal Act shall not affect the
validity of any Acts passed prior to te
31st January, 1951. The date of the 31st
January, 1951, has been selected as all Bills
passed during the present session should
have been assented to by then. The Bill
also provides that all Bills passed by both
Houses during the present session, which'
have not complied with the provisions of
Section 46 may be lawfully assented to by
the Governor.

As members are aware, Section 46 of the
principal Act refers to money Bills and sets
out the procedure according to which they
should be introduced into Parliament, in-
eluding the necessity 1w' any Bill appro-
priating revenue or money to be recomn-
mended by aL message of the Governor to
the Legislative Assembly. The Bill will
adequately protect the validity of all Acts
passed since 1921 as the necessity for the
requirement of a Governor's Message is
included in the principal Act only, and the
Bill is an amendment to that Act.

The Colonial Laws Validity Act of the
'United Kingdom provides that every Col-
onial Legislature shall have full powers to
make laws respecting the constitution,
powers and procedure of such legislature,
provided that such laws shall be passed in
such manner as may be required by any
Act of Parliament in force in the colony.
I might add that the same problem was
met in South Australia in 1936, which then
passed an amendment to its Constitution
Act declaring that once a Bill received the
Governor's assent, It was a valid Act, even

though the provisions relating to the intro-
duction of money Bills had not been com-
plied with. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. A. L. Loton in the Chair; the min-
ister for Transport in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Section 46 amended:
Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not

know whether the Hilt is correctly worded.
It refers to an amendment of Section 46
of the principal Act. There are two Sec-
tions 46, one in the Constitution Act which
appears on page 113 of the Standing Orders
and another in the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act, which is to be found on
page 134. 1 do not know whether a mis-
take has occurred.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Look at the long
Title! It states clearly that it is an amend-
ment to Section 46 of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
know if it is correct. Apparently the two
Houses have been making terrible mistakes,
and It does not matter if we make some
more.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: For
the information of members, in accord-
ance with the advice of the Solicitor Gen-
eral and acting on the precedent created
in South Australia, it was thought neces-
sary to introduce this validating Bill which
will have the effect of validating all meas-
ures passed since 1921 and up till the end
of the 31st January next. After that
should any further omissions occur, each
will be dealt with as it arises. The Bill is
merely for the purpose of Putting in order
beyond any question of doubt the Acts
that have been passed during the period
I mentioned.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Has the Minister
a copy of the Solicitor General's ruling?
If he has, would he mind reading it to the
Committee?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:I
do not know that I have an actual copy
I have a transcript of the notes of the
Attorney General, who introduced the Bill
in another place, but they are suabstantially
the same as the notes I read to members
I do not doubt at all that the Solicitor
General's ruling is embodied in the mat-
ter I have presented, but if the hon. mem-
ber desires it, I will ask for the ruling tc
be made available.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: No; it does not Mat-
ter.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 3, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-WELSHPOOL-BASSENDEAN
RAIL WAY.

Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

(Hon, C. H. Simpson-Midland) (3.23] in
moving the second reading said: Before
addressing members on the Bill I would like
to lay on the Table a plan of the proposed
line. This Bill is a progressive step in a
twin design. Firstly, it is a move
towards the objective of improved railroad
traffic handling and, secondly, it will pave
the way to better town planning facilities
in the City of Perth.

The Bill seeks to authorise the construc-
tion of approximately 6-L miles of railway
between Welshpool, on the South-West
line, and Bassendean, on the Perth-Mid-
land Junction line. This proposal has been
the subject of a great deal of consideration,
first by the Commissioners of Railways and
the Government, and then by a committee,
representative of the Perth City Council
and Government departments. This com-
mittee, of which I had the honour to be
chairman, comprised the Lord Mayor, the
Town Clerk of Perth, the chairman of the
City Council works committee, the City
Engineer, the Commissioner, Assistant
Commissioners and Secretary for Railways,
the officer in charge of the Railways Traffic
Branch, the Assistant Chief Traffic Man-
ager of Railways, the Chief Mechanical
Engineer of the Railway Department, the
Commissioner of Main Roads, the chairman
of the state Housing Commission, the
Director of Industrial Development, the
Under Secretary for Lands, the Assistant
Surveyor General, the Principal Engineer
of the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
ment, the chairman of the Town Planning
Board, the secretary of the Transport
Board, the Economic Research Officer of
the Treasury and the general manager of
the Tramways and Ferries Department.

As a result of its inquiries the committee
agreed to the following motion:-

This meeting endorses the proposal
for a chord line between Wclshpool
and Bassendean, the development of
the engine shed and the marshalling
yards at Bassendean, and the develop-
ment of goods yards in the East Perth
area, with the resultant freeing of cer-
tain lands in the central station area,
subject to agreement between the Rail-
,way Department and the City Council
regarding railway works in the city
area. The works quoted are in order
of priority.

Members will probably ask what the term
"chord line" denotes. So far as I have been
able to ascertain the word "chord" is used

as meaning the line which cuts across the
arc of a circle. However, descriptive terms
are not important. As will be seen, the
committee's report selected the chord line
and the development of the marshalling
yards at Bassendean as the two most im-
portant objectives, and these are the pro-
posals I now intend to place before the
House.

Actually, of course, the premier proposal
is that seeking to move the marshalling
yards to Bassendean, the construction of
the chord line being complementary to
this. The alternative of locating the mar-
shalling yards at Bassendean and the com-
mencing of the chord line at another point,
such as Kenwick, received thorough con-
sideration but for reasons with which I will
provide the House later, it will be found
that this alternative was rejected on prac-
tical and economic grounds.

The advantages of siting the marshalling
yards at Bassendean may be summed up
briefly. They are as follows:-The present
central goods yard is far too small to handle
the existing goods traffic, let alone
marshalling operations. I feel sure that
no member will dispute the fact that the
site for a thoroughly equipped and effi-
cient marshalling yard is outside the city
limits. By locating this yard at Bassen-
dean a great volume of railway traffic
will be diverted from the city area, and
this will permit a contraction in the size
of the present yards in Perth, thus making
areas available for the eventual widening
of Wellington-street and Roe-street, a
most desirable procedure in the interests
of town planning developments and traffic
flow.

Members will realise that the construc-
tion of the chord line will be no simple
project in view of the universal shortages
of men and materials. However, in order
that the preliminary work can commence
without delay, it is essential that parlia-
mentary sanction for the construction of
the line be obtained this session. It is
regretted that the Bill has been brought
down so late in the session, but I can
assure members that this was not done
with any ulterior motive, nor was it caused
by any delay in governmental or depart-
mental action. It so occurred that the
necessary plans and arrangements were
finalised at this time for presentation to
Parliament.

It was far preferable to submit the
scheme to Parliament late in the session,
than to wait until Parliam2nt re-assembled
and lose many months of valuable work,
with the complementary problem of pro-
bable mounting costs caused by the delay.
I am assured that if the Railway Depart-
ment is given approval now to commence
the work, it will be 'near completion in
two years. A study of the aerial maps
of the proposed route, which were placed
in the library for examination, will have
revealed to members that six traffic cross-
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ings; over the line and one under will be
necessary. It has been resolved to reduce
the number of level crossings to an ab-
solute minimum, in view of the incon-
venience and danger to the public of this
type of crossing.

So far as the resumption of private
property is concerned, this is, of course,
unavoidable, when commencing a public
utility of such magnitude. So f ar as
houses are concerned, the proposed line
would disturb only approximately 30
premises. This does not include, of course,
those that would have to be resumed to
establish the marshalling yards, these
being the subject of another Bill, which
I propose to introduce next. Some of the
houses that will be affected by the proposed
line are not fully built. in one case only
the foundations have been constructed.

Here again, I might stress the advisa-
bility of not deferring this Bill to a later
session, in order that property owners in
the path of the proposed line will know
their fate as soon as possible and can
make their necessary arrangements. It is
most fortunate that the proposed route
passes through a sparsely settled area,
even after it crosses the Swan River by the
Belmont Railway Bridge adjacent to the
W.A. Turf Club racecourse.

in its desire to injure as little as pos-
sible those persons who will be forced to
leave their homes, the Government has
included in the Bill a provision that, in
addition to the compensation normally paid
under the Public Works Act, there may
be paid such further sum as, taking into
consideration prevailing housing conditions
is considered adequate in the circum-
stances. It Is proposed not only to pay
compensation in connection with resump-
tion of the houses, but. also, where possible,
to assist persons with the re-erection of
their homes. No hard and fast rule will
be laid down, but every case will be treated
on its merits.

Members will desire, no doubt, to hear
the factors that were taken into considera-
tion when deciding to establish the mar-
sballing yards at Bassendean. Briefly these
were-the suitability of the site from the
points of view of area, levels, drainage and
the avoidance of unnecessary haulage into
the city area. It is rather a surprising fact
that approximately 60 per cent. of the
heavy traffic from the South-West line pas-
ses to the eastern system and that this need
not be brought through the city. The direc-
tion of traffic must be so appointed that
waggons are not reversed, thus saving the
considerable loss of time required in chang-
ing couplings. An area of land that con-
forms to all these requirements exists at
Bassendean.

Having established the advisability of
locating these yards at Bassendean, it then
becomes necessary to provide a means
whereby the traffic from the South-West
line to the eastern line may travel to the

yards without entering the city area. I
this end, thorough surveys and considers
tion by railway engineers have establishe
in their minds and convinced othc
authorities that the route proposed in tt
Bill is by far the most suitable and alE
the most economical. It is of a somewhi
circuitous nature, but this is unavoldabli
owing to Commonwealth resumptions
relation to Ouildford airport. The prr
posed yards are estimated to be ablet
serve railway requirements for at lea!
another 50 years. Incidentally, they wi
be readily convertible, if necessary, to tki
standard gauge.

A further proposal is to remove the obsc
lete East Perth engine shed to a site adis
cent to the suggested marshalling yard
the East Perth site being the only one ree
sonably near the Centre of the city that
suitable for the transfer of the local gooc
yards and sheds. Members will be Intei
ested to note that it is proposed eventual]
to terminate all steam locomotive tramf
to the city at the suggested new Basset
dean engine shed, and to continue th1
haulage to Perth by diesel electric engine
thereby eliminating from suburban an
city areas the smoke and dirt associate
with steam locomotives. The transferc
the goods sheds and yards to East Pert
will result in the removal of level crossinE
in the city area that have interfered wit
the :flow of road traffic.

These proposals, which I trust I have ox
plained adequately to the House, will resul
in a welcome reduction in .the size of th
Perth railway yard, which will then com
prise a suburban passenger station of thre
or four platforms; a similar number a
country passenger platforms and a mat
station, complete with a country bus ter
mninal. Suburban passenger coaches not ii
use will be located at Midland Junctior
Bassendean or Fremantle, and carriage ex
aminations anid cleaning will be conducte,
on a site at East Perth.

Having achieved this result, the positlo,
will be clear for the adequate widening c
Wellington- street and Roe-street, thereb
providing two wide thoroughfares bound
ing the railway line. When these highi
desirable objectives have been achievedj
will be necessary to give attention to inter
ference with road traffic flow caused by th
Barrack-street and William-street bridge!
This, of course, is assuming that the statioa
remains on its present site. This matte
of the bridges has received consideratio:
and alternative proposals have been dis
cussed, these entailing the raising or lower
ing of the railroad, to cope with road traffi
demands.

The proposal to establish the marshal
ling yards at Midland Junction receivei
careful consideration, but was rejected b,;
the Commissioners of Railways, on thi
ground that, owing to the high develop
ment of Midland Junction as a railwa:
Centre, it would be impossible to locate thi
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yards north of the main railway line.
Therefore, yards in the Midland Junction
area would have to be south of the main
line. In a South-easterly direction the land
is heavily subdivided and a great deal of
building is taking place, while to the
south-west are the railway workshops,
the abattoirs and saleyards and Defence
Department property. If the yards were
established south of the Helena River and
west of the Upper Darling Range rail-
way and a chord line developed to Ken-
wick, it would compare unfavourably with
the facilities available at Bassendean.

It is estimated that the establishment
of a marshalling yard at Midland Junc-
tion would entail a working expenditure
of £60,000 per annum more than if it
were located at Bassendean, apart from
an extra constructional cost of £885,000
caused by the greater distance, extra
bridging and unfavourable topography.
Also, a chord line from Kenwick to Mid-
land Junction would serve no useful pur-
pose apart from the through-routing of
goods from that area.

On the other hand, the proposed Welsh-
pool-Bassendean line, most likely, would
carry additional future industrial traffic
and would also serve proposed future
housing areas. Further, it will take its
part In the ultimate scheme for a circu-
lar metropolitan railway. Very thorough
consideration has been given to this mat-
ter and from all points, economical and
practical, the Bassendean - Welshpool
route is the most suitable. it is estimated
that the proposed line, exclusive of re-
sumptions, will cost about £350,000.

To supplement the facts I have just
given, I will deal in detail with a number
of points that I think should present to
members a clearer picture of the neces-
sity for this line and the purpose sought
to be achieved. I would like first of all
to explain the delay in presenting the
Bill to the House; secondly, the value of
the line; thirdly, the over-all planning;
fourthly, the reactions of local authori-
ties: and fif thly, the provisions made to
compensate those disturbed.

I regret the delay in bringing the Bill
forward, but it was not due to any fault
on the part of either the railways ad-
ministration or the Government. We know
that the introduction of a Bill such as
this must of necessity cause certain re-
actions, particularly on the part of those
whose properties and homes would have
to be disturbed. We were naturally
anxious to reduce any upsetting of homes
to the absolute minimum, and it was with
a desire to check on any alternative
schemes that the Government referred
this matter back to the Railway Depart-
ment on more than one occasion, so as
to be satisfied that all possible alterna-
tives had been fully examined. There was
also the necessity for a quick decision.

In matters of this kind, if one intro-
duced a Bill early in the session, it might
be adjourned from day to day and from
week to week, thus giving speculative in-
dividuals opportunity of taking up land
or buying homes along the proposed route
and then asking fancy prices for them,
which could easily make the land to be
resumred-particularly if the Bill were de-
ferred for long-a much more costly Pro-
position than if the measure were dealt
with promptly and effectively. We de-
sired to discourage speculators from buy-
ing property on the proposed route and
that is why, by design, the Bill was not
presented earlier in the session; though I
must admit that it was brought down later
than we had hoped. We realised that the
measure is important and that members
would rightly claim that they should be
given sufficient time in which to consider
it from all angles.

I come now to the cost of the line.
Members will realise that it is about 70
or 80 Years since anything was done in
the way of remodelling the marshalling
yards and station set-up in the Perth
area. We are now faced with the diffi-
culty not only of marshalling trains but
also of loading the goods that have to
be forwarded to the country. Nowadays,
trains are up to 62 units in length, as
compared with the old train load which
was comprised of somewhere between 30
or 40 units. The result is that we simply
have not the length of line available in
which to Marshall and load a train as
one rake.

A train, therefore, has to be loaded in
two or three sections. This is awkward
from the railwaymnan's Point of view, and
involves unavoidable congestion, and the
possibility of goods often being badly or
wrongly Stowed. It causes delays, and
these, generally speaking, have their ef-
fect on the man in the country. We feel
that the time has come-in view of the
development of Perth and the prospect of
further development in the next few
years--for some rearrangement of the
railway yards in the city area. At pre-
sent, there is an interference with traf-
fic fl OW fromn north to south, and this,
over the years, has undoubtedly had con-
siderable effect on the development of
the city north of the railway line. in
this over-all scheme, which has been dis-
cussed With the town planners and all the
other interests concerned, we are now
working to a master Plan and believe
that anything we do at this juncture will
not require to be scrapped in a few years'
time but will fit in to a Plan that looks
well ahead into the future. It will pro-
vide for the development of the city and
for new road and city Planning generally.
It will be part and Parcel of a general
scheme of Metropolitan planning whic.j
many of us think is long overdue.
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It was obviously necessary that, in plan-
ning, we should provide adequate railway
facilities and avoid congestion in the
Perth yards. AS members know, there
is a bad bottleneck at the Beaufort-street
bridge, and also a lack of sufficient facili-
ties in the yard itself. That has been
caused not only by the general inadequacy
of the yards to meet requirements but
also by the fact that all the south-west
traffic, which need not come into Perth
at all, has had to be brought into Perth.
thus making the congestion worse.

The chord line now suggested would
have the effect of taking over 50 per cent.
of that South-West traffic direct to the
eastern line, bypassing Perth altogether,
and that, in itself, would afford immediate
relief. In the siting of the yards, the
first consideration was the actual design
and size of the marshalling area. Ob-
viously, it had to have a certain length.
in order to provide for the requirements
of up-to-date railway working. It also had
to have certain features of topography
and had to provide a lead in from the
main line at one end and a lead out to
the main line at the other end. It so
happens that the line from Bayswater and
Bassendean describes a curve. Therefore,
by having an area which was available at
that point we were able to fit in a yard
which provided easy access at both ends,
and which also, from a planning point of
view, was ideal for the circumstances,
particularly as it provided the length re-
quired.

But before deciding on Bassendean, other
factors were taken into consideration. The
question of whether the yards might be
sited south of the river was seriously con-
sidered, but when it was taken into account
that this would mean the building of a
bridge over the Swan River estimated to
cost anything up to £750,000 and which
might take four or five years to construct,
this proposition was discarded as being not
only impracticable in itself but one which
would cause great delay. The other factor
was that most of the city development is
north of the river.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Will it not
have to cross the Swan River?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will cross at the bridge and that will not
be a tremendously expensive operation.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham'. It will have
to be crossed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
we had the marshalling yards there, it
would have meant another site and that
would have added tremendously to the cost
of the construction. The possibility of run-
ning from Kenwick to Midland Junction
was then considered and for the reasons I
have given, namely, that £60,000 per year
extra operational costs would be involved;
that £885,000 extra constructional costs
would be incurred, apart from which it

would mean disturbing a much greater
number of people and would not provide
the length of marshalling yard necessary,
the proposition was ruled out.

I have already said that we are working
as far as possible to make adequate pro-
vision in the future and we have very care-
fully taken into consideration the question
of disturbing the least number of people
in making this lay-out. If we deferred
this question for a number of years. mem-
bers will realise that the cost of resump-
tion then would be vastly greater and the
number of people disturbed would be many
more. I think it is necessary to come to a
firm decision, because people now know
that the line is in prospect and that it
will have to be constructed in the reason-
ably near f uture. Until it is decided, people
will be in a state of anxiety wondering
whether their area or their homes are going
to be disturbed.

The Government has tried to allay the
anxiety of local authorities by publishing
in the Press what it proposes to do by way
of recompensing those who are actually dis-
turbed by this proposed line. I have
spoken to a number of individuals and once
they knew the story, though they were not
exactly happy, their anxieties and fears
vanished, because some of them were under
the impression that the fact that houses
which they bought years ago for £800 or
£1,00 and which could not be replaced
today under £3,000. would not be taken into
consideration. I was able to assure them
that the Government had put these clauses
in the Bill to provide for that very con-
tingency. They would be provided with a
house of comparable value and the Govern-
ment would leave it to them, within reason-
able limits, to decide where they would like
their other houses so that they would be
conveniently situated so far as their work
or business was concerned.

One of the local authorities advanced the
alternative that the line when it crossed
the river in the Proximity of the Belmont
Park line might continue to
Bassendean along the Present line. I think
it had in mind the idea of branching off
from the Belmont line, joining the Guild-
ford line, then going up and making a fairly
sharp curve into the proposed marshalling
yards in that vicinity, But that was not
mentioned. I think the tangle that would
result could be imagined if all this traffic
went into Bayswater and then had to be
back-shunted or hauled into the proposed
marshalling yards.

There was this very serious factor against
that. Another turnoff short of the one ac-
tually proposed would be sharper, it would
be a 10-chain curve instead of a 15-chain
curve, and that would result in endless
trouble in years to come. It would militate
against the efficient working of the rail-
wvays it would slow things up and could
be a source of danger. In the operation of
shunting it is very desirable to Propel a
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vehicle so that it will run down a gravity
hump on a particular line and then on to a
buffer which lessens the force of the truck
when it reaches that point.

As planned, this curve is the only one
which is a practical proposition. But apart
from the curve which had been proposed,
a short curve would have had the effect
of bringing the line right through the Cum-
ing Smith Mt. Lyell super. works, which
would have resulted in several bad features.
It would have meant a tremendously
greater sum by way of compensation for
resumption. The factories could not be
disturbed until alternative buildings had
been provided. That would have taken at
least five years, possibly more, in view of
the war conditions developing. We have
been advised that the cost of establishing
such alternative works would have been
over £1,000,000; whereas the cost of re-
suming the houses in the area is estimated
at about £20,000. So we have an ex-
penditure of £20,000 and the immediate
all-clear in regard to construction on the
one hand and, on the other, a wait for
a minimum period of five years and a
cost of £1,000,000, with the added incon-
veniences of a sharper curve which would
have had a very deterrent effect on the
efficiency of railway working.

I might mention in conclusion that in
another place the Government has an-
nounced its intention on the question of
compensation to individuals, and proposes
to appoint a committee co nsisting of one
outside independent valuer, our own Land
Resumption Officer, and an officer ap-
pointed by the local road board. There
are a number of road boards-I think
three altogether, namely Belmont, Bays-
water and Bassendean-which will be
particularly affected, and apart from this
expressed intention of the Government to
let them come in on this question of
compensation, which will be on an adequate
scale, the department intends to consult
with the road boards concerned in an
endeavour to fit the local plans into the
general schqme.

We will take particular care to try to
meet the road boards on the question of
crossings, street disturbance or anything
of that kind. Therefore the Government
and the department are out to make the
job as easy and convenient for these people
as is possible. Taking an over-all view, I
think we have to admit that in a matter
like this, which is necessary for the de-
velopment of the whole State, a few
people must of nectussity be disturbed, but
we hope adequately to compensate them.
We have also to weigh that small amount
of disturbance against the benefit which
it will provide to 500,000 or more people
who are citizens of the State as a whole.
I Move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. 0. BENNETTS (South-East)
[3.551: 1 am pleased to see that action is
being taken to overcome the congestion
which now exists in the Perth railway
shunting yard. As I said when speaking
on the Address -in -reply debate in this
House, I thought big things were expec Led,
or would take place, and would be put into
motion by our new Commissioner of Rail-
ways if he were given the chanlce. I have
not seen the site, but I know it should be
an ideal place for a big shunting yard as
required by the department.

As time goes on, and with the bigger
locomotives and bigger train loads we are
getting in this State, we have got to look
for longer crossings and longer shunting
yards. It is necessary to get away from
the congestion that is now occurring in
the Perth yards. Ample space is essential
for shunting purposes, not only to get the
work done efficiently, but also to get iL
done in time, and another requisite is that
the site should be level and without grades
leading either into or out of the yards.

Years ago when the Commonwealth line
was being built, I was in charge at the
head of the construction and on vari-
ous occasions the sidings had to be
shifted. Sidings had been laid down by
one engineer, but another engineer dis-
approved of them and they had to be
pulled up and shifted to another spot.
The explanation was that they had been
badly sited in the first place and some-
times on a grade.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That was due to a
difference of opinion on the part of the
engineers.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Yes, engineers
hold different views as to the suitability
of sites for sidings. Another point we
have to bear in mind is that the big
Diesel locomotives are expected to be in
service on the Commonwealth line about
the middle of next year. Those locomo-
tives will be capable of hauling a load of
1,000 tons, and as our "B" class engines
are capable of hauling only 360 to 400
tons, we shall have more trains coming
into Perth until the State obtains bigger
locomotives capable of hauling heavier
loads. Thus ample space will be needed
in the years to come.

I do not feel greatly concerned about
all the crossings involved in the route of
the projected line from Welshpool to Bas-
sendean, although there will be a lot and
many accidents have occurred at level
crossings. I believe that the Commis-
sioners of Railways will ensure that the
crossings are adequately protected by
lighting systems, and will do their utmost
to minimise any danger. Then we have
to consider provision for unloading facili-
ties. In consequence of the heavy class
of traffic transported during the war, the
Railway Department Provided a 3-ton
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crane at Kalgoorlie for the expeditious
trans-shipment of goods to and from the
Commonwealth and State lines.

Sitting suspended from 4.0 to 4.301 p.m.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I was saying how
necessary it is to have plenty of room in
these marshalling yards for the trans-ship-
ping of heavy materials. I was speaking
about a crane that was to be installed in
the Kalgoorlie yards for the purpose of
unloading goods from the broad to the nar-
row gauge. At that time a State checker
and myself were in charge of all goods
that had to be trans-shipped. When the
department started to install the crane, no
attempt was made to obtain advice or in-
formation from the two men who had been
handling all these goods for a number of
years. The traverse crane was built and on
the first day it was available for use it
was found to be unsuitable for all classes
of goods., As soon as the workmen started
to cut out the timbers we stated that the
crane would be too narrow and it was
found, on the first day, to be 1inm. too
narrow for the trans-shipment of certain
classes of goods.

The PRESIDENT: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will connect up his remarks with the
Bassendean railway.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: Therefore, we will
need to have plenty of room in the marsh-
alling yards so that these cranes can be put
into operation. There is little room avail-
able in the Perth shunting yards at the
moment, and I hope the Minister will take
that aspect into consideration. I trust that
this Bill is the first step towards the uni-
fication of railway gauges. If the mar-
shalling yards have plenty of room it will
be much easier to handle the broad gauge
systemn when it is introduced. The site
chosen for the loco. running sheds is also
a good one.

Mention was made by the Minister
about bringing up this Bill at such a late
stage in the session. It should have been
introduced earlier and members would
have had plenty of time to inspect the
site and make inquiries from anl the parties
concerned. The measure has just been
introduced and now we have two days be-
fore Parliament goes into recess. That
means there is little or no time at all for
members to do anything about discussing
the proposal with those vitally concerned.
The Minister also mentioned a committee
comprising a Government representative,
and a local member in the district.

The Minister for Railways: And an in-
dependent valuer.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: As there arc many
residents affected, I think they should have
a representative on the committee,

The Minister for Railways: That is the
intention.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: It is a good idea,
because many people will be shifted. The
Minister stated that they will be com-
pensated but many of these people have
small homes and although the new ones
will be equal to those in which they are
now living, I wonder whether the people
will be compensated at aL figure of about
£500 or £600, while the new homes will cost
in the vicinity of £1,100 each. That may
place a lot of undue hardship on these
people.

I do not know the type of individual
living there, but I hope the committee will
give that question deep consideration and
do whatever is possible to help these people.
I am also concerned about certain of the
residents who will still remain there. There
will be many houses in close proximity to
the running sheds and the occupants will
have all sorts of noises with which to con-
tend. I hope that aspect will also be taken
into consideration.

The Minister for Agriculture: In what
way?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: To see whether
they can he shifted, too, if they are in
close proximity to the sheds. There might
be one or two houses in that position, al-
though no other houses will be built once
the sheds are erected.

The Minister for Agriculture: Both the
Minister and I live up that way.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: But the Minister
will not be living a chain away from the
sheds.

The Minister for Agriculture: No, that is
so.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: Therefore I hope
that aspect will be taken into considera-
tion. Perhaps, as was mentioned in an-
other place, a Select Committee might be
a good idea. If a committee was appointed
the Bill could be brought up again in the
early part of the next session. Such a
committee could discuss the matter with
the department and the people concerned
so that justice could be given to everybody.
However, I support the measure because
we have to do something about our rail-
ways if we want a better service. We must
start somewhere, and I think this is a
step in the right direction. One has only
to go to the Perth station to see the con-
gestion which exists. With the engineers
on the job, we will at least get something
decent, and I support the second reading
of the Bill.

HON. A, L. LOTON (South) 14.391:
It is to be regretted that this Bill had
to be introduced so late in the session.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That s a stock
phrase.

Hon. A. L. tOTON: Yes, unfortunately
it is becoming a popular phrase but it does
appear, irrespective of the Government in
power, that the Government of the day
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deems it necessary, under certain circumn-
stances, to leave important legislation until
late in the session to prevent undue dis-
cussion.

Hon. H. Heamn: Is it the usual Custom?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes, to prevent pro-
longed debate. I should think the same
reason is no doubt applicable in this case.
It does restrict members from making In-
spections and giving thought to the matters
under consideration. If more time had
been given we could have discussed this
question with people other than railway
officials. However, it does Atppear in this
case that the officers of the Railway
Department have drawn up a water-tight
case. Unfortunately, I was not able to
be Present at the meeting last Friday
morning when certain officials of the de-
partment discussed the project with mem-
bers of both Houses. No doubt the infor-
mation given to members at that meeting
was most instructive.

To me as a layman it appears as though
the marshalling yards could be installed
around the Bellevue-Midland Junction
area. That would be preferable to the Bas-
sendean area. flassendean is a, growing
suburb just on the outskirts of the city
proper. The Midland workshops and the
Midland Junction abattoirs are all close
to the Midland Junction-Bellevue area and
it is a junction for the Midland railway,
the Great Southern, the Eastern Districts
and the Wongan-Mullewa lines.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: It makes it
pretty congested.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: At present, all that
traffic has to come through Midland
Junction. The Commonwealth proposal,
for the unification of gauge, was for a
Swan valley route. I do not know
what was proposed in the survey made,
but I do know that officers from the
commonwealth department spent many
months over here making surveys of
that route. Whether it is envisaged that
the Bills we are now discussing are part.
of an over-all plan, I do not know. The
Government has not declared its policy in
that regard but it has stated that this is
part of a plan for the re-awakening of the
railway system. Yet, on the other hand.
we see passenger trains being taken off
runs and substituted by road bus services.

If the policy of the Government is to
take off passenger trains and substitute
them with bus services, then the whole
programme of railway re-vitalisation is
due for consideration by Parliament. We
have not been told the policy of the
Government on this matter, and I can
only judge the Government by its actions.
Prom the Government's actions it appears
that the Railway Department is to be used
for the haulage of heavy goods only. The
Minister stated that 60 per cent. of the
South-West traffic will not come west-
wards from Bassendean.

The Minister for Railways: It would not
need to come into Perth.

Hon. A. L.. LOTON: That is so. That
means that 60 per cent. will have to go
eastwards. I take it that the biggest per-
centage of that will be going to the Mid-
land Junction abattoirs or else it will be
coal for the gas works at East Perth.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:, If it is coal
for the gas works at East Perth, it must
come westwards.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The gas works are
on the west side of Bassendean but the
Minister stated that electrical diesel loco-
motives were to be used westwards from
Bassendean. At present, the main haul-
age on the South-Western line is coal.

The Minister for Railways: That is so.
Hon. A. L. IOTON: Is the transport of

coal going to decrease? I should say not,
because it appears as though the Gold-
fields will need an increased quantity of
coal to make up for the shortage of tim-
ber on the mines. Evidently, coal will
have to fill that want. If that is so, a
through diversion somewhere between
Gosnells and Armadale on the line to
Midland Junction seems to me a far more
feasible plan than to take the line to
Bassendean. Land resumptions, on the
outer areas and on the foothills, through
Bushmead Estate, on the outskirts of the
abattoirs and on to Bellevue, crossing the
Helena River, where a small bridge would
be required, would seem to be more feas-
ible and much more simplified than what
will be involved if the line is taken to Bas-
sendean where we are told there is a
bridge adjoining the Perth racecourse.
We are also given to understand that there
are seven crossings, which are either to be
overhead or under the line. I hope that if
this siding is established, we are not going
to have level crossing death-traps such as
the one at Maddington at present.

The Minister for Railways: The cross-
ing will be either rail over road or road
over rail.

Hon. A. L.. LOTON: Will they be level
crossings?

The Minister for Inailways: No.
Hon. A. L,. LOTON: Well, that is some-

thing for which we can thank the Govern-
ment; knowing that we are not to have
death-trap level crossings. The Stile-
man scheme for a route south of the
river must be taken into consideration
with this plan. I do not know whether
it is proposed to connect it with Welsh-
pool and Armadale and then to take it
to the south side of the river, but Mr.
Mann, who was a member of a Select
Committee appointed by this House five
years ago, which made investigations into
the proposed Brookson-Armadale-Pre-
mantle railway route, may be able to throw
some light on the subject because of the
information he gleaned from the evidence
tendered before that Select Committee. I
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submit that the case put forward by Rail-
way Department officials does appear to
be watertight.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Then why are you
trying to blow holes in it?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: They are officials,
but I do not always agree with the
opinions of officials, and in this case, as
I said earlier to Mr. Jones, the approach
-for the reasons 1 have stated-was
worthy of consideration. The Minister
told me that it did receive consideration,
but I am inclined to think that the area
of Bellevue, in the long run, with the
outer areas in the foothills, would present
no greater resumption difficulties than
there would be under this scheme, and
would fill the need just as well as the
Bassendean site. I agree that it would
not be advisable to build a railway line
that will cause any interference with the
superphosphate works, bedause we cannot
afford the works to be put out of pro-
duction, and also the building materials
which would be required for the construc-
tion of new works arc not available.

The standard gauge proposal has al-
ready been mentioned. in the event of
the standard gauge being put into opera-
tion, provision has been made to put a.
4ft. S,1in. line down instead of the 3£ t. Oin.
line. However, I would like to know what
has happened to the proposal regarding
the Swan Valley route envisaged by the
Commonwealth Government and whether
it is proposed to put the line down from
Gosnells and through the Bushmead Es-
tate, with the marshalling yards situated
at Bellevue.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Wood-Central) [4.50): I did
not intend to speak on the Bill and would
not do so but for some remarks made by
Mr. Loton. He condemned the Govern-
ment for bringing the Bill down so late
in the session. To country members par-
ticularly I point out that I was responsible
for having the measure held up for two
weeks longer that it would have been.
When the proposal was first mooted, I
asked the Railway Commissioners' to in-
vestigate that point raised by Mr. Logan,
namely, to bring a line into Midland Junc-
tion for the carriage of stock from the
South-West.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You had the same
ideas.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have had the same ideas for many years.
When I heard of the proposal for this line
to come from Welshpool, I thought that
would be the end of ever getting a line
into Midland Junction. So I rather threw
a spanner into the works. Whether the
Railway Commissioners had investigated
the matter before I do not know, but they
did promise to make full inquiries. They
drew up plans and finally they convinced

me that it was not altogether desirable to
bring the line to Midland Junction.
Nevertheless, I am still a little disappointed.
I just wanted to mention that point be-
cause I am interested in stock and I take
full responsibility for delaying the intro-
duction of the Bill in order that investiga-
tion might be made concerning an alterna-
tive route.

HON. A. ft. JONES (Midland) r4.521: 1
support the Bill. I am pleased that the
Minister in his short term has been able
to introduce such a measure to the House.
There were one or two points mentioned
by Mr. Loton which I would also like to
refer to the Minister. Can the Minister
tell me whether those seven crossings will
be over roads?

The Minister for Railways: All the cross-
ings will be on seven bridges, some over
and some under the railway.

Hon. A. R. JONES: The other point Mr.
Loton mentioned was in regard to the line
south of Fremantle. He suggested that it
should have been taken into considera-
tion, so I hope the Minister will comment
on that aspect in his reply. As to the other
proposal that the line should come up from
the other side, through Gosnells to Mid-
land Junction abattoirs, I feel that that
could be justified if the traffic were heavier,
but at the moment it seems that by the
traffic coming through Bas§endean to the
proposed marshalling yards, they would be
quite adequate to deal with traffic for a
number of years. Then, when stock num-
bers grow to such proportions that it would
entail the expenditure of putting another
line through, the other suggestion could
be considered.

Some doubts were raised by Mr. Bennetts
regarding the payment of compensation
to people residing along the proposed
route and wvhether adequate justice would
be meted out to them. He was told that
one of the residents would be a member
of the committee to investigate the vari-
ous eases and I have no doubt the Gov-
ernment will deal fairly with all con-
cerned. When the Government, in due
course, goes ahead with a project such as
this, it is with the intent of benefiting- the
State as a whole, and I am thoroughly sat-
isfied that it is not its intention to penal-
ise any particular person at all. In fact,
I think it would be inclined to give £100
or £:200 more rather than to try to deprive
any individual of the true value of his pro-
perty when it is resumed. Mr. Bennetta
can rest assured that the people affected
w.ill still have the court to approach in
order that their rights may be protected.

HON. HI. TUCKEY (South-West) t4.551:
I congratulate the Governm~nt on its
proposal to pull this line throu h. For
many Years we have been asking for a
line from a point tcwards Armiad-,ile across,
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to the Midland Junction saleyardS. I
know the Minister has had that idea in
view for a long time, and so have all
members. When the line is finally con-
structed, it will mean a lessening of the
time that will be taken for the railage
of stock to the abattoirs and a decrease
in the freight charges, but above all, it
will avoid the congestion now existing in
the railway yards.

The Production of livestock is an im-
portant factor, but it is very small com-
Pared to what it will be in years to come.
We have to take a broad view and in
doing so. must assume that instead of
stock trains being limited to the number
now used, there will probably be three or
four times as many in the future. We
know that the possibilities of the South-
West are great and the production in that
area is extremely slight compared to what
it wvill be in years to come. Apart from
that, could not timber trains be marshalled
in the same way, too? Possibly, instead of
truckloads of timber coming in, there
may be trainloads to be marshalled in the
future. We have also been told of the
possibility of coal being trucked from
Collie to the Goldfields. One can imagine
what such a proposition will mean to the
railway traffic. That one industry alone,
after it is developed, will mean a tremen-
dous increase in railway traffic. When one
considers the possible future development
of such industry, one can very well
say that the Government is to be con-
gratulated on taking this matter up be-
cause it is not too early and, in fact, I
think it is long past due. With the de-
velopment of such works we should look
ahead because the undertaking when
completed, will meet all requirements. If
there is to be a broad gauge railway, much
of that work should be proceeded with
now in order that one job can be made
of the two projects. I am extremely
pleased that the line is to be established.
In a small way I am interested in the
traffic of livestock and I know that graziers
and farmers generally will be pleased in-
deed with the Proposal.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [4.581:
Like other members, I support the Bill.
but I am not going to agree with them in
saying that the Government should be
blamed for bringing the Bill down so late
in the session. On this occasion it has
shown great wisdom. One can visualise
just what would have been attempted by
speculators had this proposal been made
public some time ago. At this stage I think
we can also pay a tribute to those persons
who were associated in all the preparations
for this Proposal in keeping it a secret.
In acting thus, they have done the com-
munity a good turn. When one considers
the number of men that have been em-
ployed on this particular project, without
the public knowing anything about it, they

are indeed to be commended. Many alter-
natives have been submitted to the Rail-
way Department and there again I think
those concerned have done a particularly
good job in fixing upon an area where the
compensation involved will affect merely
some 29 houses. When we visualise the
anticipated progress of the city, wve must
be rather astounded at the Government
being able to put the line over land where
so little compensation is likely to be re-
quired. In the Welshpool area there was
every prospect that in the near future,
Particularly at the factory end, there would
be considerable activity. Several business
concerns have been trying to secure land
there, and housing projects were in hand.

According to information I have re-
ceived, within another twelve months a
large number of houses would have been
constructed there. I am not too sure that
the Minister is quite correct about termnin-
ating the traffic at East Perth. I do not
know what wvill be done with the traffic
from Fremantle unless it is to be diverted
South of the river. Then again I would
like to know what is likely to happen re-
garding the metropolitan markets at West
Perth and how the situation there will be
affected by this railway proposition. Will
it have any effect as regards the West
Perth markets?

The Minister for Railways: No.
The Minister for Agriculture: The posi-

tion will be improved.
Ron. L. A. LOGAN: Trucks have to go

to West Perth to be unloaded and if trains
have to be made up at the Bassendean
marshalling yards, those trucks will still
have to go to West Perth for loading be-
fore returning to the Yards. I again com-
mend the Government upon the secrecy
displayed in connection with this matter.
It has certainly dlone the right thing and
it should be commended. When the wrong
this is done, there is no lack of condemna-
tion. I support the second reading,

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral) [5.4l: I had intended asking for the
adjournment pf the debate but evidently
members have made up their minds to
Pass the Bill. I Protest against important
legislation like this measure being intro-
duced at this late stage. The excuses
offered by the Minister and those who sup-
Port him are certainly not sound. Some
information about wvhat is provided in the
Public Works Act should be before mem-
bers, Under that legislation no-one is able
to come along, even if a whisper should
go round about some project, so as to
Purchase land in the hope of the Govern-
ment resuming it at inflated values.

Years ago a Much more important
railway than the one under discussion
was authorised by Parliament and I am
under the impression that resumptions of
land had taken place. The railway was
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not gone on with and I do not know if
the land reverted to the previous owners.
The line I refer to was the one which was
to be taken across the river at Rocky Bay.
I do not know what happened regarding
compensation at that time, but I certainly
know that no great injury was done to
anyone. We should not view such matters
from day to day but should plan for the
future. I do not know that the Bill in-
dicates anything in the nature of planning.
Quite possibly within ten or fifteen years
most of our transport will be by road. If
oil could be discovered in the North and
cheap fuel were obtainable, the railways
would be in a deplorable position.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: So we should sit
tight for the next ten years!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
suggest that. The Minister has sat tight
for years, and he may continue to do so
for the future. The Bill seeks to establish
a dangerous precedent when it proposes
that compensation shall be determined
beyond the provisions of the Public Works
Act. where the value of property to be
resumed is in excess of £600 a judge of the
Supreme Court is required to preside over
the compensation court to which represen-
tatives of the Government and the claimant
are attached. if the value is smaller, a
magistrate can act. Section 63 of the
Public Works Act sets the position out
clearly. It reads--

in determining the amount of com-
pensation (if any) to be awarded for
land taken, regard shall be had solely
to the following matters-

(a) The value of such land with
any improvements thereon,
or the estate or interest of
the claimant therein, as on
the first day of January last
preceding the notice in the
'Gazette" of the taking of
the land if the notice is
gazetted before the thirtieth
day of June, or if the notice
is gazetted after the thirtieth
day of June then as on the
first day of July last preceding
such notice, without regard
to any increased value oc-
casioned by the Proposed
public work; or in the case
of land acquired for a railway
or other work authorised by
a special Act, on the first day
of January or the first day of
July, as the case may be.
last preceding the first day of
the session of Parliament in
which the Act was introduced.

Provided that where build-
ings or other improvements
have been made on such land
after the first day of January
last preceding the notice in
the "Gazette." or. in the case
of a railway or other work

authorised by a special Act.
after the first day of Janui-
ary or the first day of July,
as the case may be, last pre-
ceding the first day of the
session as aforesaid, but be-
fore the date of the niotica
in the "Gazette." published
under section seventeen or
under paragraph (b) of sec-
tion ninety-seven of this
Act, as the case may be, the
value of such buildings or
improvements shall be al-
lowed, not exceeding the
actual Cost.

(b) The damage, if any, sus-
tained by the claimant by
reason of the severance of
such land f rom the other ad-
joining land of such claim-
ant or by reason of such
other lands being injuriously
affected by the taking.

(c) The Court may award such
amount as the Court deems
proper, not exceeding ten
pounds per centumn on the
amount ascertained under the
provisions of this section for
compulsory taking.

The Minister stated that compensation
would have to be paid in respect of some
29 buildings, but he has not told us how
much will have to be found for the re-
sumption of land. According to the plan,
very little Crown land is affected and
then again there is the matter of sever-
ance. I do not know to what extent the
area is closely settled, hut there will have
to be many crossings over the roads or
else many dead ends. The value of the
land will be decreased because, in view
of the severances, people will have to
travel long distances to the railway cross-
ings.

Members should appreciate all this and
should not hastily arrive at the conclu-
sion that the Government could be taken
down quite easily with regard to resump-
tions. The Minister stated that, in ad-
dition to what is provided for under the
Public Works Act, special compensation
will have to be provided, and that is the
reason for the Bill. That should not be
necessary at all. The compensation court
would be able to determine the value of
the land and houses.

The Minister for Railways: That is
exactly what the Bill is for.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: But that
is already provided for in the Public
Works Act.

The Minister for Railways: The provi-
sions of that Act are hardly full enough.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
Bill provides no basis upon which the
special compensation shall be assessed.
The court will simply be told that it must
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take into consideration the requirements
of the Public Works Act and do what it
likes with respect to special compensation.
To my mind it is not so much a question
of paying for houses as of finding 'homes
for those whose dwellings will be pulled
down.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
why these special provisions are in the
Bill.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Some
of these people might want to live in
hotels till their houses are erected.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, if
necessary.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: They
might be there for two or three years--
unless the Housing Commission issues per-
mits promptly or alters its policy. I am
fearful that some of these people will be
years before they are able to get other
homes.

The Minister for Railways: If the Rafl-
way Department wants to implement Gov-
ernment policy, it could build houses for
the men.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: But the
Railway Department is not a. trading
concern.

The Minister for Railways: If it were
found necessary to do these things, it
could do so.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
Government would have to introduce leg-
islation. The Railway Department is not
permitted to build houses without the
necessary authorisation.

The Minister for Railways: I think you
will find it is.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Where
land is resumed and later is not required,
it does not revert to the Railway Depart-
ment but to the Lands Department. The
railways do not own land.

The Minister for Railways: Land is
vested in the Railway Department.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes, but
when the department is finished with it,'the land reverts to the Lands Depart-
ment. If houses are to be built the pro-
perly constituted authority should do it-
the State Housing Commission. Then
again members should remember that
under the existing legislation the Commis-
sioners are empowered, when the con-
struction of a line is authorised, to de-
viate that line to the extent of a mile on
either side. We are not taking that power
away by this ]Bill. Unless the land has been
closely surveyed and it has been determined
that the one chosen will definitely be the
route, they have the power to deviate the
line for a mile on either side. I have seen
lots of railway surveys made in this State
and I know there have been very wide de-
viations. In some Acts we have provided
for deviations of up to five miles.

I think we should have some idea of
what we intend to do with our railways.
more particularly around the metropolitan
area. There has been talk of the Trans-
line being taken round by Toodyay. At
other times we hear that it will go through
the Dale and round South Perth to Fre-
mantle. In the 30 years I have been in
Parliament, I have heard discussions that
have taken place with regard to the build-
ing of the Trans-line and have been aware
of the policies of different Ministries and
what they proposed to do with the line
when it was built. More recently I have
been told it is to terminate somewhere
about the present railway station in Perth.

We should have some idea of what is
being planned for the future. In that
event we would not have this haphazard
introduction of Bills authorising the pull-
ing up and the construction of railways.
During this session we have had Hills auth-
orising the pulling up of two railway lines.
At least there has been the authorisation
for their discontinuance, and no doubt the
lines themselves wvill be pulled up. I have,
since I have been in Parliament, known
of a railway line being built and then pulled
up without one train having been run over
it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Are you
referring to the manganese line?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No, it
wvas in the South-West.

H-on. W. J. Mann: The Lake Clifton line.
Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM, Yes. After

all, we have some responsibility.
Hon. W. J. Mann: There is no compari-

son between the Lake Clifton line and this
one.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am not
comparing them. I am telling the House
of something which I know occurred.

Hon. W. J. Mann: A lot of other people
know it too.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes, a few
do. But I guarantee a lot of members In
this House did not know of it.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You were a Minister
at that time.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No, I was
not. Such things do happen from time to
time. I think that instead of botching
things as we appear to be doing here-I
do not know, for instance, whether the site
suggested is the most suitable one for mar-
shalling yards-

Hon. A. L. Loton: On a point of order.
Mr. President, I would ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw his remark that we are
botching things.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
know whether it applies to the hon. gentle-
man. I am awfully sorry if it does.

H-on. A. L. Loton: I ask fur a with-
drawal.
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Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If it
-applies to the hon. gentleman, I will with-
draw.

Hon. L. Craig: Even if it is true!
Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: You have

not asked me, Sir, to withdraw, but I know
how sensitive the hon. member is, and how
he takes on his young shoulders great
responsibilities. As I said before, evidently
this railway will be built some time. We
are hurrying the measure through the
dying hours of this Parliament, but I ven-
ture to suggest that in 12 months' time
not even the foundation-stone will be laid
and the first sod will hardly be turned.
As a matter of fact, the shortage of labour
presents great difficulties; and unless there
is a grave need for this railway-and I do
not know that there is-we should use our
labour in very much better directions than
in constructing this line.

The Minister for Railways: Did you
listen to my second reading speech?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I always
like to be given time to think about what
the Minister has said. The Minister makes
nice, good long speeches, but by the time
he reaches the end, it is difficult to remem-
ber some of the statements made earlier.
He generally leaves the kernel to the end,
so that we are able to get some of his
points. I hope that the Minister will be
able to explain to me, when he replies,
why it was necessary to go outside the
Public Works Act in the matter of re-
sumptions, because there is all the power
necessary in that Act for fair and reason-
able compensation to be awarded. I know
that no provision has been made-nor is
there any in the Public Works Act--to
re-house those people who will be deprived
of their residences. That is one of the
most serious features of the Bill. It will
destroy homes, of which we are so
extremely short. I think 29 are affected.

The minister for Agriculture: The Gov-
ernment is most concerned about re-
housing these people.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I wish
it was as concerned as I am. I1 receive
letters every day pleading with me to do
something and I am absolutely helpless. I
daresay I am not the only member who
receives such letters.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am
talking about this case.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: This is
adding to the trouble.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.
H-on. Sir CHARLES LATH AM: The Mini-

ster said there were 29 houses affected.
The Minister for Railways: On the line

Itself .
HMon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes; and

there will be lots of claims in respect of
resumption of land apart from those houses
and in relation to the severance of blocks

of land. There will be a lot of land
rendered useless by the railway cutting
diagonally across it. The Minister should
have some idea of what the line will cost
u s and what revenue is likely to be de-
rived or saved. The Minister said that a
new bridge is to be built. By the look of
the land, the bridge that goes across the
Swan River from East Perth to Belmont
will be used or reconstructed.

The Minister for Agriculture: The one
there now is nearly falling down.

H-on. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Then it
will have to be re-built.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes:
Ho~n. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: There

is not much traffic over the bridge now,
but it will have to be re-built and that
will cost a considerable amount of money.
I think the Minister might give us the
estimated cost of the line.

The Minister for Railways: The actual
cost will be £325,000.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Includ-
ing bridges and compensation?

The Minister for Railways: Not including
resumption.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I said
last night to a friend of mine in-the
House that it would cost £500,000 to
£700,'000 by the time the work is finished,
and I think that estimate will be about
right.

Hon. L. Craig: Did you say that we were
hurrying through this Bill?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
afraid I am a bit hard of hearing. Does
the hon. member nbject to my speaking?

Hon. L. Craig: Not a bit. I was wonder-
ing what you did say.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
listened often to the hon. gentleman and
I venture to say that I would be much
more learned if I had not done so! If the
hon. member does not like to listen to
my speech, there is plenty of room out-
side the Chamber.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: On a point of
order, Mr. President. Is the hon. member
speaing to this Bill or not? I think he
is having a conversation with Mr. Craig
about Something and complaining about
delay in the House. We have a lot of
other business to get through and I ask
again: Is the hon. member speaking to
the Bill?

The PRESIDENT: Sir Charles Latham
may resume.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I think
that I might be permitted to say that the
hon. member himself makes many inter-
jections and it is difficult to speak when
members feel inclined to interject.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the hon.
member will connect his remarks with
the Bill.
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Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
kept to the Bill, but I am sorry the hon.
gentleman has not been able to hear me.
However, I do not propose to be sat down
simply because the hon. gentleman gets up
and objects to my remarks. I have a
Perfect right to be heard by this House
even if some members do not want to
hear me. I have a responsibility to speak
on all subjects on which I desire to speak.
not on my own behalf, but on behalf of
the people I represent; and so long as I
am here, I intend to do so.

BON. J. A. DIUMTT (Suburban)
[5.25]: As one of the members of the Sub-
urban Province in which all this railway
activity will take place, I should like to
make some remarks on the Bill. I entirely
disagree with Sir Charles Latham's state-
ment regarding the possibility of railways
not being needed in the near future. I
suggest that railways will be needed for
the next century at least. There is no
other means of transportation of heavy
and bulky loads that can possibly compare
with the railway system of moving such
loads. I compliment the Government be-
cause I think this is the most progressive
step it has taken so far in dealing with
the rehabilitation of the railway system.
Most members who have spoken in favour
of the Bill have been loud in their praise
of the efforts of the Government to solve
at least one of its problems-that of the
congestion which has existed for years
around the Perth goods yards.

Dead-ends to the roads were mentioned
by Sir Charles Latham. Obviously he
failed to hear the Minister for Railways
reply to an interjection by one mem-
ber. In order to inform Sir Charles I
would point out that the Minister said that
the railway would pass either under or over
every road concerned and would not cross
any road. Therefore the fears of Sir
Charles concerning a series of dead-end
roads should be entirely dispelled by the
statement the Minister made some time
ago. The hon. member also complained
about our late start and about our rushing
the Hill through. I think we are taking
it in a most leisurely manner and we have
had a good deal of time to consider the
matter.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: One day!

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: No, not one day.
We knew more than a week ago that this
Bill was to be introduced. On Friday of
last week we were invited to listen to two
of the Railway Commissioners and the
Chief Civil Engineer explain the whole
system. Two days before that, a number
of aerial photographs were displayed in the
library; so that for eight days we have
known that this matter was coming for-
ward, and have seen aerial photographs
and known a great deal about it, if we
wanted to. If Sir Charles did not take

the opportunities available to him, it is
wrong for him to chide the Minister and
the Government for the late arrival of the
Bill.

I think the Minister in his reply to the
debate will give a complete answer to Sir
Charles's queries in regard to the housing
situation, because I believe that the prob-
lems that have been, or will be, created as
a result of the construction of this new
railway will be completely dealt with and
handled in a manner satisfactory to the
owners. I and the other two members
for the district have been importuned by
letters, telegrams and deputations from
residents in the district who will be
affected. We received a deputation last
night from some whose homes will be de-
molished as a result of this Bill: but when
we had set their minds at rest in regard
to the compensation the Government would
make and the replacement of their exist-
ing accommodation by other suitable quar-
ters, they departed in a Perfectly happy
and satisfied frame of mind.

We have been inundated with requests
from various Par-ties asking us to introduce
into this House a motion to refer the ques-
tion to a Select Committee. I have no
intention of taking such action as I believe
a great deal of consideration has been
given, over a long period, to this matter
by a group of experts who are in a better
Position to deal with the question than
would be a lot of inexperienced persons,
some of whom think they might be af-
fected by the project.

The originators of this Plan should be
complimented, especially when we realise
that more than six miles of railway and
a substantial marshalling yard are to be
built and yet only 88 householders are to
be dispossessed, 29 in the path of the rail-
way line and 59 in the area to be resumed
for the marshalling yard. If this legisla-
tion were further delayed the cost of the
Project and the need for replacement of
dwellings would, of course, be greatly in-
creased. I1 feel that the Government should
be complimented on this measure and I
shall support the second reading.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Suburban)
(5.32]: Mr. Dimmitt has spoken on behalf
Of the Province that I represent, so I wish
now to speak on behalf of People in the
country, as I do not think that some of
the representatives Of the country areas
appreciate what this measure means.

I-on. W. J. Mann: Hold on!
Hon. H. S.' W. PARKER: One country

representative has taken up a considerable
amount of time telling the House about
residents in the area affected, which is in
the province I represent, so I will now
tell members something about how the pro-
ject will affect People living in the pro-
vince represented by that hon. member.
He asked why was there urgency in regard
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to this measure. It is due to the continual
complaints made to the railways about the
delay in the delivery of parcels and goods
to people in the country.

Had the hon. member been available to
hear the explanation given by the railway
officials he would have realised that the
delay was caused by the inadequacy of
the goods yards in Perth, where the Posi-
tion is becoming worse every day. It be-
comes increasingly important, as time goes
on, that the goods yards should be shifted
to a more commodious area. It has been
said that members know nothing of the
measure, but Mr. Dimmitt has dealt with
that aspect. I was one who was able to
attend the meeting the other day-

Hon. L. A. Logan: You have plenty of
time.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I get a hand-
some salary for attending to my parlia-
mentary duties and I made myself avail-
able to go to that meeting. The railway
officers who gave us the information were
subjected to a great deal of cross-examina-
tion by Mr. Brady, M.L.A., who represents
the district most concerned, and by Mr. J.
Hegney, M.LLA. We had a very interesting
talk. The project was fully explained to
us and, since then, the Minister has ex-
plained it to the House. Photographs have
been placed in the Parliamentary Library
for the information of members and plans
were supplied at the meeting. There is
no reason why any member should not be
fully acquainted with the subject matter
of the Bill. I was surprised that Sir Charles
Latham did not know why there was ur-
gency about the measure. The urgency is
due to the fact that country people must
be able to get their goods more quickly.

Of course some hardship will be caused
to good citizens who are to be ejected from
their homes, but I am glad to say that
the Government has taken steps to see
that such people will be compensated more
adequately than is permitted under the
Public Works Act. I have notified the road
boards, at deputations, that I would be
pleased to assist them wherever I could,
together with other members representing
the province concerned, in getting adequate
compensation and replacement of dwellings
for the householders affected. I support
the Bill, knowing how urgently necessary
it is.

HON. WV. J. MANN (South-West) [5.371:
I probably would not have spoken on thip
measure had not Mr. Parker referred in-
directly to the intelligence of country memi-
bers. I realise that he did it from the most
kindly motives, but I feel that I must now
tell the House how I view the Bill. The
Government is to be commended on hav-
ing at last commenced certain works that
were advocated by the ex-Commissioner of
Railways, Mr. Ellis, long ago. I recall Mr.
Ellis referring to the difficulty that con-
fronted the railways in handling traffic

from the country to the city. He referred
especially to the necessity for adequate
space in which to work his trains.

After a great deal of effort he was able
to put into practice his idea for the im-
provement of the Brunswick marshalling
yards which had for many years been an
obstacle to the efficient handling of the
coal traffic. When designs for that yard
were produced, there were plenty of people
who scoffed at the extent of the project
and said it would not be fully used for
generations to come because of its length
and the number of rail tracks involved. I
do not know what those yards cost, but it
was a comparatively economical job.

The coal coming forward today could not
have passed through the old yards in any-
thing like the present handling time. Mr.
Ellis has gone now, but his successors have
apparently realised the wisdom of his ac-
tion at the time to which I have referred,
because the next item in the programme, as
far as I know, is the proposal to enlarge
and equip the coal marshalling yards at
Collie where I believe well over £700,000 is
to be spent.

Ron. H. Tuckey: That is a much-needed
work.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes. When it is com-
pleted, the railwaymen will be able to
handle up to 3,000,000 tons of coal per
year. Although I am not competent to
judge the matter from a railway point of
view, I have sufficient confidence in the
men responsible for the present project
to believe that it will represent a great
improvement on the shocking state of
affairs that exists in Perth today. Country
people who for years have been sending
their produce to Perth have genuine com-
plaints to make about delay because the
raiiwaynmen have not been able to handle
the goods traffic expeditiously. When the
Bassendean project comes to fruition, the
situation will be greatly improved as we
will have done away with the terrible
bottle-neck that exists from Rivervale and
beyond through East Perth.

Together with many others I have had
the unenviable experience of a passenger
train being held up at Rivervale for half
an hour while a coal rake came over the
Bunbury bridge. Passenger traffic has
been inconvenienced by the fact that we
have only a single line in that direction
and it is impossible to speed up the
schedule to any great extent under present
conditions. As a representative of the
South-West I must, in justice to my elec-
tors, strongly support the Bill.

We recognise that it will be of advantage
to take stock across to Bassendean, which
is near Midland Junction, rather than
bring the beasts into the city and then out
again. We all know how disagreeable it
is to stand on the platform at the Perth
station and see a freight train of stock,
smelly and unlsi~htly, having perhaps been
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in the yards for hours, being brought from
the South-West through Perth and out to
Midland. All that will be obviated by this
project and I congratulate the Government
on having brought down the Bill, which
will receive my full support.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [5.45]:-
I will be quite brief in supporting the Bill,
but I would like to congratulate the Min-
ister and his department on this project.
I see it as a primary move for the removal
of the bottle-neck we have in our city. Not
only is it a bottle-neck but it is unsightly
for the city to have marshalling Yards and
goods yards right throughout from East
Perth to West Perth. I also envisage the
effect in the future when this will do away
with the bottle-neck of the traffic Problem
which is caused by the railway and all
goods running through that centre. Mem-
bers know that the Melbourne-road cross-
ing is generally closed and it is not very
often that one can get across it. Once
that is cleared up it will make a difference
to all the traffic.

I do not wish to rub things in, and al-
though Sir Charles did not use the word
"obsolete,' he did suggest that if we dis-
covered oil in the North-West railway
transport would be more or less obsolete
in the future. I would point out that even
in the case of the huge oil supplies of
America. railways are still used and I do
not think they will ever do without them.
I cannot see Western Australia reverting to
road transport by virtue of the fact that oil
had been discovered in the North-West.
We have to use our railways for the haul-
age of super., wheat and other goods that
we cannot haul by road transport. I sup-
port the second reading.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South-East)
(5.47] 1 do not want to raise any objec-
tion to the Hill but there are one or two
points which have exercised my mind, and
I am surprised I did not hear something
about them from members who represent
districts in which these alterations are to
be made. One matter that is causing
concern is the uprooting of a number of
homes in these areas. Some of the
people who own these homes feel that if
more consideration had been given to the
matter of deviating the line in a differ-
ent direction, Perhaps the industrial org-
anisations would have had to make sac-
rifices and possibly these People would
not have had to get out of their homes.
I think it is a matter that might receive
further consideration.

Recently I have spoken to the people
who live in these areas, and I attended
a meeting here last ]Friday in connection
with this matter. They all felt very per-
turbed that their homes had to be dis-
rupted by the construction of this line.
One thought which was uppermost in
their minds was that of compensation, in

spite of the fact that the Government has
stated that they will be generously com-
pensated for their loss. Although the
Minister has assured them that they will
have an opportunity to rehabilitate them-
selves in new homes, there must be some
doubt whether the values will be compar-
able with the financial liability with which
they are confronted at the Present time.

There are a number in these areas with
homes, some elderly people, who paid
somewhere in the vicinity of £1,000 and
who only have a few more years to serve.
To rehabilitate them may cost the Goy-
ermnent a great deal. They require this
assurance from the Government that they
will not be involved in any financial ob-
ligations if they have not got them at the
present time, or if they have the financial
obligations, that they will not be greater
than those with which they are con-
fronted.

I. agree with Mr. Baxter in his criti-
cism of Sir Charles Latham's remarks that
goods traffic will probably be taken over
by road transport in years to come. I
think a measure of this type will put an
end to goods traffic being carried by road.
If the railways are brought up to date,
traffic will revert to the railways as these
improvements are carried Out. Again, I
would like to raise the question of the
homes of People who will be affected. I
consider the Government has an obliga-
tion to assure these People that it will ob-
tain permits for them to rebuild their
homes prior to their demolition. Not only
are elderly people affected, but Young mar-
ried couples are also concerned, and per-
mits should be secured for them before
anything is done to the homes in which
they reside at present.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [5.50]:
As one of the members for the Metro-
politan Province, I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on what I believe is a first and
very vital step towards railway rehabilita-
tion. I am also Particularly interested
in the fact that unless something is done
along the lines suggested in the Bill, very
little Progress can be made in developing
these Parts of the city that we all know
have been absolutely stagnant for the past
30 years. 'Therefore I congratulate the
Government.

I realised that the work involved in such
a measure as this must have been tremen-
dous, and on that account we can recog-
nise the importance of bringing the
measure down. However, I would also like
to offer a note of warning. During the
currency of this debate we have had
amateur opinions against those of a pro-
fessional body of men. It is less than two
Years ago that we went into the question
of appointing three Commissioners be-
cause we recognised that our railways were
at their lowest ebb. When we are be-
ginning to deal with legislation necessary
for the rehabilitation of our railways-
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Hon. E. M. Davies: Professional men are
not infallible.

Hon. H. HEARN: -1 believe we should
at least see that our permanent heads of
departments should have a fair go in the
next few years because constantly there
will be measures brought before this House
which will be vital to them if they are
going to work out a long-term plan. I
congratulate the Government and support
the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Ron. C. H. Simpson-Midland-in reply)
(5.53]: I am grateful to those who have
spoken for their general and generous sup-
port. They have undoubtedly covered the
ground pretty completely. They have given
me a rather large list of queries to which
they asked me to reply but perhaps I would
not be justified in doing so, having regard
to the limited amount of time before the
session ends. I will try and pick up. the
main points mentioned during the debate.
Mr. Loton made a query in regard to the
Avon Valley line. That has been surveyed
and it is only a matter of time that the
railway will obviously have to traverse
that route. It will be a grade of one in
150 and as most of our present grades are
one in 40, it will therefore undoubtedly
lend itself to more efficient railway opera-
tion.

Hon. A. L. Loton: What did you say the
grade was?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
grade for the Avon Valley route is one in
150, but that problem is something for
the future. Mr. Jones mentioned the ques-
tion of crossings. I did refer to the fact
that the bridges and crossings envisaged
will go over the road crossings at the main
points. It is hardly correct to say at all
points because there are obviously streets
that will be cut through where a volume
of traffic may not justify an expensive
project. But where the volume of traffic
is sufficient, flashlights will be installed.

It is the desire of the Commissioners to
work as far as possible in conjunction with
local road boards so that they will obviate
to the greatest possible extent cutting
houses and streets wvhere they can perhaps
run along the street and save an undue
number of crossings. It could quite well
happen that where there is an embank-
ment. a crossing might easily lend itself to
a subway which at present does not appear
in the list of Projects to be built. But
these points will be borne in mind.

The question of the broad gauge was
mentioned by Mr. Tuckey. I did make a
reference to that by saying that the Bas-
sendean marshalling yard was on the pro-
posed route of the broad gauge line which
was under consideration some time ago. My
own opinion is that the broad gauge may
come in time. It will probably be 20 or
30 years before we have it. But it may

come if the State builds up a peak popu-
lation. That eventuality is taken into
account. When we place our lines we will
allow room for the gauge to be altered as
necessary and all embankments will be
made to take longer sleepers. Therefore,
it will only be a matter of shifting the
rails if the broad gauge system is adopted.
That is what we propose to do on the other
lines that will have to be reconditioned,
pending an agreement we are trying to
make with the Commonwealth Railways in
regard to the question of finance.

References were made by Sir Charles
Latham to the Public Works Act. I cannot
claim an extensive knowledge of that Act
in regard to details of operation, but I
do know it provides for compensation. In
the opinions of those who know, however-
the Deputy Premier is one of them-it was
considered most desirable that in this Act
there should be included some provision
which will enable us to take into considera-
tion the merits of every particular case
and to see that anybody so injured in any
way would be given compensation or be
provided with a comparable home with the
least possible disturbance to them.

The fact that it is intended to appoint a
committee to go into these matters can be
taken, I think, as an assurance that every-
body's interests will be considered. With
reference to Sir Charles Latham's charge
of botching, or haphazard planning, I
thought I had made it clear that we had
Planned very carefully; that we had plan-
nied so that no portion of the work being
done now would be likely to be disturbed
in the foreseeable future. We are plan-
ning for 40 or 50 years ahead, and with
that in mind every section of the depart-
mental community was taken into our con-
fidence and asked to co-operate and make
suggestions so that everything would fit
into an over-all scheme. It will be a massed
plan.

With regard to the possibilities of motor
transport, it was mentioned that in
America, where petrol is very much cheaper
than it is here and where vehicles are
easier to get, railways had not been dis-
placed by road transport. It is generally
agreed in transport operation that rail-
ways have a niche to fill, and -so have roads.
They are complementary to each other.
Even in America, where the rights of the
private citizen are considered very care-
fully, they have instituted their transport
boards so that the question of uneconomic
operation wvill be carefully controlled. If
Sir Charles Latham can get hold of the
Transport Board return for 1949 he wvill
find that the figures given in regard to
the costs of different forms of operation
are very interesting. Sea transport is far
and away the cheapest. Obviously, it has
its limitations because vessels depend en-
tirely on the sea and cannot travel in-
land. For sea transport, however, the cost
per ton Mile is Id.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The charges
today are excessive.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
there is a sufficient tonnage and mileage,
transport represents only a very small pro-
Portion of the over-all cost. Taking sea
transport at a value of id. per ton mile,
rail transport in Australia at the time these
figures were compiled worked out at 21d.
and road transport at a shade over is. per
ton mile. This might seem to be somewhat
high, and it is high when compared with
bulk transport over long distances, but we
have to remember tha~t road transport
bandies small tonnages which are carried
at high rates so that the over-all average
rate is high.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Wheat is
being charged for at 41d.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
stated that bulk tonnages can be carried
over long distances at a relatively low
rate, but if parcels and small consignments
are being transported the rate is high.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: How do air
freights compare?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Speaking from memory, air freights work
out at about 3s. l0d. per ton mile, or
about 40 times more than sea freight. In
the comprehensive plan, we have to take
into account sea, rail, road and air trans-
port. Another interesting point is that,
in Australia, transportation costs account
for one-third of the total national budget,
and motor transport caters for nearly 60
per cent. of the whole of the passenger
traffic.

Railway passenger traffic-and this is
linked up with the development of road
transport-has never paid except where
there are extreme concentrations of popu-
lation, such as in London, New York,
Sydney and Melbourne. The freight side
has always had to carry the passenger side:
in other words, there is a profit on goods
running but always a loss on passenger
running.-

H-on. A. L. Loton: Will you continu6 the
carrying of passengers by rail?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have to envisage the carrying by rail of
passengers over long distances, for in-
stance, Perth to Kalgoorlie and Wiluna and
suchlike places, where a long time is spent
on the trip and convenience and comfort
have to be taken into account. These are
recognised factors. A road journey to the
Eastern States, I should say, would be
fairly uncomfortable, whereas a rail
journey can be both comfortable and con-
venient.

I thank Mr. Dimmitt for his compli-
mentary remarks, and assure him that all
possible consideration will be extended to
local authorities, immediately that stage

is reached, by meeting their needs and
working in with them in the matter of
crossing requirements anid the alignment
of roads. I was pleased at Mr. Mann's re-
ference to the ex-Commissioner of Rail-
ways, Mr. Ellis. We acknowledge that
same of the ideas now being put into ef-
fect were considered by him, and the re-
cords he left and the plans he had drawn
up have enabled us to put same of the
schemes into operation.

Mention was made by Mr. Boylenl of the
disturbance that will be caused at vari-
ous centres, particularly Bassendean. and
of the replacement of homes and the com-
pensation to be paid to persons who are
disturbed. We have had that in mind
from the outset, and that is why provi-
sions have been included to permit of
an extra measure of consideration being
given to those people. Had the hon. mem-
ber listened to my remarks, he would have
noted what I said about the comparative
costs of disturbance and of the delay in
initiating this scheme-the resuming of
some houses at a cost of £20000O as com-
pared with disturbing the economy vital
to the country at a cost of over
£1,000,000. In choosing the route that has
been selected, we did the right thing.

I have spoken with some individuals in
one area-I live in Bassendean-three
close personal friends who are affected,
and, when I explained what we had in
mind, they agreed that individuals could
not stand in the way of progress. When
they learnt that they would be looked
after in the way of receiving compensa-
tion and comparable homes, they were
much more satisfied. I noted the remarks
of Mr. Reamn regarding city development,
and am glad he appreciated that we had
taken that factor fully into account in
making our over-all plans. I thank mem-
bers generally for the reception accorded
the Bill, and shall be pleased to furnish
them with more information after the
session closes, if they so desire.

Queston Put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Ron. W. J. Mann in the chair: the
Minister for Railways in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3--Governor may pay additional

compensation where dwelling erected on
land resumed:

Hon. R. J, BOYLEN: I do not wish to
labour the point, but the clause refers to
such further sum as "he considers ade-
quate in the circumstances." In the event
of a person's being transferred from one
home to another, and of his owing £:500
on his home, would he, in any circum-
stances, have to owe more as a result of
the transfer?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I where necessary, generous compensation
should say that he would not. In the
circumstances, I think a measure of con-
sideration would be extended to that per-
son. It was quite impossible to lay down
any hard-and-fast rule to fit all eases,
and that is why a tribunal will be speci-
ally appointed so that the merits of every
case may be fully considered.

Clause put and passed.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

-1, Railway (Upper Darling Range) Dis-
continuance.

2, Bees Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL-SWAN LANDS REVESTMENT.
Received from the Assembly and read

a first time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 8.15 p.m.

BILL-BASSENDEAN MARSHALLING
YARDS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) [8.161 in
moving the second reading said: This small
Bill is complementary to the Welshpool-
Hassendean Railway Hill inasmuch as it
makes special provision in regard to the
payment of compensation to those persons
whose properties may be resumed in con-
nection with the construction of the mar-
shalling yards. The area concerned com-
prises 428 acres north of the railway line,
the major part of which is built over. The
number of dwellings in the area is approxi-
mately 60, some of which are shacks of
little value.

It is proposed to pay compensation in a
similar manner to that provided in the
main Hill for persons whose premises were
resumed for the purpose of the construc-
tion of the new railway line; that is, in
addition to the amount of compensation
provided under the Public Works Act, to
pay such further sum as, taking into con-
sideration the prevailing housing condi-
tions, Is considered adequate in the circum-
stances.

There is no necessity for a Bill to author-
Ise the construction of the marshalling
yards, as this is provided for under the
Public Works Act and the Railway Act of
1878. authorising the construction of the
railway between Fremantle and Guildford.
The only reason for the introduction of
the Bill is to include a clause to give the
Government power to extend fair and.

to people who wvill be displaced by resump-
tions. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-PERTH TOWN HALL.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) (8.23]:
I rise to support the Bill. I have made
quite a number of inquiries about it, and
I think we must approach it with a due
sense of responsibility. Although the
measure has come down to us at a late
hour of the session, it represents the
work of a joint committee which consid-
ered over 27 sites and came to the conclu-
sion that this particular one was ideal
for the purposes outlined in the Bill. We
must realise that such an outstanding
building as a town hall must be linked
with the natural resources and beauties
of the city, and so I say that this site,
which was ultimately decided on by the
joint committee, should be endorsed by
this Chamber. I believe that at this stage
of the session it is not necessary to make
long speeches. As one of the representa-
tives of the Metropolitan Province, I give
the project my wvholehearted support.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [8.25):
During the debate last night I was
doubtful about the value of the site pro-
posed in the Bill, but fortunately the de-
bate was adjourned so that we could
study the project first-hand and give it
serious consideration. Having done so,
I am satisfied that the site will be quite
sufficient and large enough for the pur-
pose for which it is intended. Having
measured the area-by stepping it out-
between Barrack-street, Cathedral-avenue
and St. George's-terrace, I find that it is
slightly smaller than the area of the
proposed site for the town hall, and that
being so we can realise that the town haill
site is quite large enough.

One point that concerned me was in
respect of parking, because the area is to
be served by only two main roads. How-
ever, a large portion of the foreshore is
to be formed into a parking area and, in
addition, it is suggested that the lower
foundation of the town hall itself can be
used for parking purposes, to accommo-
date between 300 and 500 cars. I think,
therefore, that the parking difficulty will
be overcome.
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Since making up my mind to support
the Bill, I have learned that Mr. Aber-
crombie, a world authority on town plan-
ning, and Mr. Langer have both, after
careful consideration, given their approval
to the site. our own Town Planner has,
I believe, disagreed with it, but whatever
site is decided on will meet with some op-
position. I realise that for the last 50
or more years the question of a site for
the towvn hall has been before the public.
The Perth City Council, which is the local
authority controlling the city, has, al-
though not with a unanimous voice, de-
cided on this site as the most suitable.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That is not the
point.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I think it is.
Hon. E. M. Davies: It is a reserve which

belongs to the people.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Would Mr. Davies,

representing the City of Fremantle, like to
be dictated to by people outside who knew
nothing about what he was doing?

Hon. E. M. Davies: What do you mean
by "outside"? This is for the State.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The adjournment
of the debate enabled us to get first-hand
information on the subject, and after go-
ing into all the pros and cons I have de-
cided to support the Bill.

HON. J. A. DIM1WITT (Suburban)
[8.30]: 1 was glad to hear Mr. Logan make
the remarks he did in favour of the Bill.
A good deal of misconception has developed
during this debate. For the benefit of
Mr. Davies and other members, I would
point out that the portion on the plan,
marked in pink, represents the actual area
that will become available for the building
of a town hall. That is the area which is
proposed to be ceded to the municipality
of Perth for that purpose. Another mis-
conception that has grown up is that we
are entrusted with the task of selecting a
site for the Perth City Town Hall. That
is far from being the real position. This
Bill is to authorise the making of an
agreement between the Government and
the Perth City Council for the purpose
of acquiring an area of land coloured pink
on the map,

Some comment has been made in re-
gard to what has been described as the in-
adequacy of the site. The actual area of
that site, which has a 200ft. frontage to
the Terrace and a 480ft. depth towards
the river, contains 85,000 square feet. Men-
tion has been made of the size of the Bris-
bane Town Hall and it has been suggested
that that is perhaps the finest town hall
in Australia. I would point out to members
that the area covered by the Brisbane
Town Hall is 56.000 square feet. So, the
area marked in pink on the map before us
is very much larger because it is 85.000
square feet and the claim that the area
is inadequate, I should say is entirely false.

Another point raised was with regard to
the lack of time given for considering this
problem. Mr. Hearn and other members
pointed out that this matter has been
under consideration for the past 50 years
and a comprehensive collection of experts
deliberated on it for 18 months; the result
of their deliberations was the selection of
this site, These men commenced their in-
vestigations in 1944 and completed them
in July, 1946. 1 do not want to labour the
debate, but I think the people who asked
for this site are justly entitled to it and
w e, as members of Parliament should
accept our responsibility and make it avail-
able to them so that the agreement between
the Government and the City Council can
be completed. I support the second read-
ing of the Bill.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [8.33]:
I rise to support the second reading of the
Bill. At the last sitting 1, like other
members, was a little doubtful whether the
site selected was a wise one, but the in-
formation I have gained since then has
proved to me that my fears were ground-
less. This will be a town hall situated
within what might be described as beaute-
ous surroundings. I have seen the work of
the Perth City Council in other areas
around the city, and I will say that it has
done a good job.

Many areas that at one time could be
classed as a wilderness have been trans-
formed into beautiful gardens, and I en-
visage the council also in due course
effecting similar improvements to this
area. When speaking to the second read-
ing of the Bill, Mr. Loton stated that he
favoured decentralisation. That may be so,
but I think he is also an isolationist. He
suggested that the town hall should be
built almost on the top of Mt. Eliza.

lion. A. L. Loton: You would not say that
Parliament House is isolated from the rest
of the State.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: It is not quite on
the top of Mt. Eliza and we certainly do
not want to have the town hall placed
in the position suggested by the hon. mem-
ber. We do like a little quiet and solitude
at Parliament House so that we may engage
in our deliberations. That is not neces-
sary in a town hall. I contend that no bet-
ter site could have been selected because
it will have attractive surroundings and
will overlook the most beautiful river in the
Commonwealth-the Swan. I support the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [8.35]: 1
support the second reading of the Bill
because I think it is an occasion when we,
should give full-hearted support to the
Government and the Perth City Council,
who are working together. If we could get
the local authorities in this State to work
in with the State Government on matters
such as this, which are above party politics.
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then we would make much greater pro-
gress. Mr. Loton suggested that we should
build a town hail on the site where Hale
School now stands, Just imagine the curses
of the ratepayers when they had to get out
of a tram in the city, catch another tram
to Harvest Terrace, and then climb up the
hill to the town hail offices. to pay their
rates.

The site chosen by the Perth City Council
committee and the State Government is
a most accessible one. I want to stress
the fact that it is not our job to pick a
site for a new town hall. It has nothin~g
to do with Parliament; it is the responsi-
bilty of the Perth City Council. After
the question having been examined and
investigated for many years, this is the
result of the inquiry of experts. It is the
result of co-operation between the Perth
City Council and the State Government
and should receive the whole-hearted ap-
proval of this House. 1 support the second
reading of the Bill.

BON. G. BENNETTS (South-East)
18.371: 1 intend to support the Bill. We
talk about the fact that the civic centre,
when it is built, will be in a thickly popu-
lated or congested area. Most of our town
halls are in similar positions. The town
halls at Boulder and Kalgoorlie are both
situated in the busiest streets in the re-
spective districts. The main reason for hav-
ing the balls in those positions is because
they are central. If people want to pay
their rates it will be most convenient for
them if the offices of the Perth City Council
are centrally situated. That would not be
so if the town hall were to be built where
Hale School now stands. The people would
have to journey there by tram or bus, and
that would be most inconvenient.

One member stated that the site chosen
would be in a most congested area and
that people going along to an entertain-
ment in the town hall would find difficulty
in parking and so on. If we look at many
of the newsreels and picture shows, we see
that theatres and so on are situated in some
of the busiest areas of towns in America
and England. Streams of buses distribute
the people near to these theatres and I
do not think any argument against the
proposed site could be raised on that score.
At present, the A.B.C. occupies portion of
the area and I do not think it could be
said that that building beautifies the site.
If a town hall is erected there it will be
quite a large building and plenty of ac-
commodation will be available for offices.
of the Perth City Council.

Perhaps there are other sites which could
be used but an expert committee has gone
into the matter thoroughly and decided
that this is the best site. I do not think
we can do anything else but give it to
the council. Dr. Hislap said in his speech
that we were bargaining with the City
Council because we wanted a certain area
of land for the extension of the nurses'

quarters. That might be a good move too.
The land to be used for the town hall
site would be very valuable and the Perth
City Council would get the benefit but if
we want the other land for the building
of nurses' quarters and to have an effi-
cient hospital, then we are getting a
bargain too.

We cannot do any better than support
the Bill and the only thing I am wondering
about is when work on the construction
of the building is likely to commence. We
are a long way behind in our building
programme and I want to make sure that
the young people of this country are housed
before huge buildings of this type are
erected.

The Minister for Agriculture: We will
promise you that.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: There is also the
proposed railway which provides for the
resumption of 50 houses. That will be a
drain on the building programme and it
will be some considerable time before many
of our young people can get homes so
that they can bring up their Australian
f amilies. That is the only objection I
have to the Bill. I do not want to see big
buildings, or big business, given preference
over the working class people.

HON. A, R. JONES (Midland) [8.401:
1, too, am one of those members who
have had time to consider the measure.
Last night, I would have voted against
the Bill and, after giving due considera-
tion to it, I still intend to vote against
the measure. My reason is that if the
area is vested in the City Council it be-
comes lost to the State.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It does not become
lost to the people.

Hon. A. R. JONES: Rather than have
this area become the property of the
Perth City Council and the Perth city
people in general, I think it should be-
long to the State. It is all very well to
say that we will retain a certain area in
the corner as parkland. At present, it
is probably adequate for the number of
people who go there on hot days to take
a rest and particularly those who travel
a good distance in coming into the city
-ladies with young children and so on.

But the day will come when the popu-
lation of this city will probably grow to
half a million people, or more. When
that stage is reached we shall find that
the City of Perth will extend to the north.
That is the only way in which it can ex-
tend. When that happens, instead of the
city hall being in the centre of the city,
it will be on the remote southern bound-
ary. Further, the small area of park-
land which it is proposed to leave will
not be adequate to accommodate the
people who might wish to congregate
there, as they do at the moment.
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There is one other aspect which ap-
pears to me to be rather foolish. Some
People say that it is bounded by main
thoroughfares and will be well served by
transport. I consider that it is not served
well by transport. The only way one can
reach this site is by bus or tram. If the
city grows our transport system will go
towards the centre of the city. There-
fore, I would favour a spot further north.
I do not know just exactly where, but
it is reasonable to suggest that when the
railway system is overhauled, and prob-
ably the suburban trains are run on the
electric system, the railway stations will
go underground. Therefore, the site
where the museum now stands might well
be the centre of the city. For those
reasons I register my protest against the
Bill. After hearing several speakers and
knowing they have changed their minds,
I want at least to register my protest.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Wood-Central-in reply)
[8.45]: I am extremely disappointed at
the mixed reception of the Bill by vari-
ous members. As I said during my open-
ing remarks, over the past 50 years many
inquiries have been made to arrive at a
decision on this site, and to think that
members of this House will turn the present
proposal down is beyond my comprehen-
sion. As Mr. Dimmitt pointed out, it is not
for this Chamber to select a site, because it
has already been selected.

Hon. A. L. Loton: It is up to us to ratify
it or otherwise.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not necessarily. Ever since I was a small
boy, like Mr. Parker, I have watched this
battle for the selection of a site for the
Perth town hail. I believe that anyone
who has the interests of the State at
heart and particularly the welfare of the
city, would like to see an adequate town
hall built to serve the City of Perth. No-
one could be proud of the present
structure.

In my opinion, some of the reasons put
forward against the proposal deserve
an answer, and I will proceed to deal
with the various observations made by
members during my reply to this debate.
Mr. Davies said that the proposed site
was the heritage of the people. So it is.
But the land will not be taken from the
people; it will still belong to them. Also,
gardens will still surround the site. The
area proposed for the erection of the
town hall is principally that occupied by
the Department of Agriculture and the
A.B.C., and when the structure is built
there will still be plenty of garden in
which people can eat their lunch if they
so desire, including Mr. Davies and
others. I know that many young women
go there during their lunch hour.

H-on. W. J. Mann: What about the
young men?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They generally go to the Esplanade and
indulge in a game of baseball or some
other game. As for saying this is a hard
bargain, there is no bargain at all because
it is merely an agreement between the
two parties that both areas of land should
he used for the benefit of the people. It
is very hard for me to believe that any-
one could say that people will be deprived
of their heritage and playground because
we are taking from them about two acres.
I would point out to Mr. Davies the tre-
mendous area of land which has been
thrown open which will offset the resump-
tion of this area. From Barrack-street
right to the Causeway there is a vast
stretch of land which has been provided
by the City Council for playgrounds and,
ultimately, when the new Causeway is
finished, further grounds will be thrown
open. I would further point out that
25 per cent of the land under the
control of the Perth City Council is open
spaces, so surely, by merely resuming two
acres of land in the city, we are not going
to deprive people of their playing ground.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: And it is already
built on.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The land proposed to be resumed for the
town hall is, as Mr. Parker has mentioned,
already occupied by the dilapidated build-
ing of the Department of Agriculture and
that housing the A.B.C. and I for one will
be glad to see the Department of Agricul-
ture removed from that spot and housed
in better accommodation.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Are you going to cut
down the trees?

Hon. L, Craig: No, just ringbarlt them!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Mr. Davies, in objecting to the proposed
site, did not mention any alternatives.
When a person criticises some particular
project, I like him to suggest something
to take its place, but Mr. Davies could not
do that. In my travels this morning I
walked quite a long way, and in stepping
out some distances I fell in with two other
members of Parliament wvho were engaged
in the same task. I want members to listen
to this. No-one could say that the block
of buildings bounded by Hay-street, Bar-
rack-street, St. George's- terrace and
Cathedral-avenue comprises very imposing
structures.

That area has a measurement of l8lft.
by 225ft., and the total area of Stirling
Square, together with that occupied by the
Department of Agriculture, is 525ft. by
450ft., which is over 21 times the area of
the other block of land, which includes the
present Town Hall building. Therefore
it is no use people saying that the proposed
site is not large enough without first com-
paring it with other blocks as other mem-
bers and I did this morning. I intend now
to deal with the remarks of Sir Charles
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Latham who said that a parking area was
necessary outside the new town hail.- He
envisaged 5,000 people attending the town
hall, with 1,000 motor cars outside it.
Surely, we do not have to put a parking
paddock for 1,000 acres in the city to ac-
commodate motor cars.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Do you know of any
other city where they have such accom-
modat ion?

The Mi1NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. That could not be done in any other
city. I have seen large buildings in the
cities of Sydney and Melbourne. For in-
stance, the Roman Catholic Cathedral in
Sydney is probably one of the largest build-
ings in Australia, if not the largest. It
has no parking area in its vicinity. Has
anyone suffered a great deal of inconveni-
ence because His Majesty's Theatre is on
the corner of two of the narrowest streets
in Perth? one can park his car in St,
George's-terrace, or in one of the other
streets surrounding the theatre if he wishes
to attend that place of entertainment.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham,: You should
be in Hay-street when there is a show on
there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have been to His Majesty's Theatre and
have parked my car in the Terrace. The
proposed site for the new town hail is not
comparable with the restricted space sur-
rounding His Majesty's Theatre. There
will be plenty of room. It Is proposed to
take 24ft. from St. George's -terrace, right
from Barrack-street to Victoria-avenue.
What a wonderful place that will be for
a parking area! In any case, according
to the plan envisaged by the City Council,
it proposes to put a parking area under-
neath the town ball. Members may laugh,
but they do not know what has been done
in other parts of the world.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: There is a fall of
2Sft. from the front to the back.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I have spoken before on that. By
means of that f all, the council will be
able to park at least 100 or 200 cars under
the town hall itself.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That parking space
will not be for the benefit of people gen-
erally.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Why not? Perhaps Mr. Mann does not
envisage it being used for the city coun-
dillors or anyone else in that category.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I did not think of
that, but it is a good guess.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Anyway, there are plenty of parking
facilities all around the new site. There
are parking areas down towards the river
and the new Esplanade, and I would point
out it is also proposed to provide more
parking areas in that vicinity. Perth

people are spoilt. They expect to take
their cars right to the door of their busi-
ness premises or to the door of the theatre
they are attending.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You are able to do
that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not. I park my car at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and walk to where
I am going. It does not make sense to
think that one could not do that. I con-
sider that the argument regarding the
parking area falls to the ground. Another
argument put forward was that the town
hall should be placed on the Hale School
site, because Stirling Square is on the edge
of the city and its expansion is stopped
by the river. Does not King's Park stop
any expansion of the Hale School site?
That spot is on the edge of the city in
the same way as the one proposed. it is
bounded on one side by 1,300 acres com-
prising King's Park, and then there is the
river further south.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: What a lovely
scene it provides, though.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Is not the scenery just as beautiful at
Stirling Square as it is there? Of course
it is! Anyway, a person does not go to
the town hall to admire the scenery. One
goes there to see a play or enjoy some other
entertainment. I admit that perhaps
beautiful scenery is a requisite on a site
selected for the building of a hospital or
even a block of fiats. No-one could argue
about the position of Stirling Gardens as
a site.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They have.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I think it is an excellent site, from a
scenic point of view. One can look right
over the river if one so desires.

Hon. L. Craig: Is this a conversational
piece?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was very disappointed indeed at the re-
marks of Dr. Hislop. If any member in the
House would desire to take some action
to get those six acres opposite the Royal
Perth Hospital for the erection of the
proposed new nurses' quarters, I would
have thought that he would have done
everything possible to achieve that goal
because the space is so urgently required.
I am one of those who think the Royal
Perth Hospital is built on the wrong spot,
but it is there now and will be there for
all time.

The best thing for us to do is to get
as much land as possible surrounding the
hospital. Surely Dr. Hislop could have
given away a little in order to get that
six or seven acres in Wellington- street for
the nurses' Quarters. We have a great
responsibility. We cannot choose twelve
sites for the Perth town hall; we can
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have only one. What is the use of advo-
cating the Hale School site? It would
not be selected for the erection of the town
hall.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You asked me to choose
an alternative site.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member knows perfectly well
that if we selected that site nothing could
be done about it. I thought that a site
over the Beaufort-street bridge would have
been the best one, but when a committee
of capable officers inquires into the whole
question with 27 sites to choose from, and
it weighs the pros and cons on every side
and it finally comes to its conclusion, that
Is good enough for me. What would be the
use of my advocating a site over Beaufort-
street bridge? I remember that Sir William
Lathlain lost his seat in the Council be-
cause he was in favour of the town hall
being erected in Mill-stret, and he got no-
where with his proposal. In any case we
will get nowhere with the erection of the
town hall on the proposed site for a number
of years yet. I suppose Mr. Loton has
selected the Hale School site because he
was educated there.

Hon. A. L. Loton: I suppose the Minister
is influencea because he was educated down
near the proposed site.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I am not condemning anyone's opinion.
Do not let members think that for a
moment, because everyone wants a site
at some spot other than the one selected.
But Where will it get them? It will get
them nowhere! I trust the House will
agree to the Bill so that the town hall can
to put where the council, the Government.
and Governments in the past, have wanted
to put it.

Question put a
the following res

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Ron.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
non.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

N. 9. Baxter
0. Bennette
L. CMIS.
3. Cunningham
J: A. flhmmitt
Sir Frank Gibson
E. H. Gray
W. H. Hall
H. Hearn
R. M. Heenan

Lnd a division taken with
ult:-

... 19
5

for .... .... 14

Ayes.
Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon. C. H. Simpson
Ron. H. C. Strickland
Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. J. Boylen

(Teller.)
I-oes.

Hon. A. R. Jones
Hon. Sir Obas. Latham
Hon. A. L. LOtOn

Aye.
Hon. G. Fraser

Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. E. M. Davies

(Teller.
Pair.

No.
Hon. J. 0. Hlsiop

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

B]ILL-FHYSIOTHERAPISTS.

Assembly's Message.
Message from the Assembly notifying

that it had agreed to amendments Nos. 5.
6, 7, 8 and 10 made by the Council and
had disagreed to Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 9
now considered.

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmnitt in the Chair: the

Minister for Transport in charge of the
Bill.

No. i. Clause 2, definition of "physio-
therapy"-Delete the words "or any pro-
claimed method" in line 11.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is-

It may be necessary to proclaim
any form of treatment which should
only be one by a physiotherapist,
which is not now in the definition.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move-

That the amendment be not in-
sisted on.

Members will remember that the words
"or any proclaimed method" were in-
cluded in the Bill as submitted to the
Council, and Dr. Hislop successfully moved
for their deletion on the ground that as
medical practice was changing all the
time. physiotherapists should not be able
to import into their system of treatment
other than any proclaimed method that
might be instituted by the board. Physio-
therapy is an ancillary branch of medi-
cine but it is not considered by the pro-
fession to have achieved a status yet that
would give those practising it the right
automatically to engage in new methods
of treatment adopted elsewhere but they
should be subject to the directions of the
board, which would know what new
methods should be proclaimed as part of
the curriculum for those being trained in
physiotherapy.

The inclusion of these words follows the
practice of the legislature applying in the
other States, and if we desire reciprocity
between Western Australia and the East-
ern States it is desirable, even in what is
a somewhat minor matter, to be in line
with them and their legislation controlling
this branch of medicine. Four out of the
five amendments with which the Assembly
has disagreed hinge upon this particular
definition and amendment No. 9 is a clause
dealing with the proclaimed method, which
Dr. Hislop advised the Committee to delete.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Who approves of the
methods?
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The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The board which is constituted to have
direction of the Faculty of Physiotherapy.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I disagree with the
Minister on one point. The medical pro-
fession does not practice Physiotherapy
and how can it judge what improved
methods should be adopted?

The Minister for Transport: I meant
that the board in control would do that.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: That makes it quite
different. The physiotherapists themselves
are those who should know what are the
approved methods of treatment. I still
think there is something in what Dr.
Hislop said when he asked the Committee
to agree to this amendment. Before
physiotherapists adopt any new method
they must have an opportunity to practise
it to know whether results can be achieved.

Hon. A. R. JONES: We have relied on
Dr. Hislop's good sense and judgment to
guide us in our decisions on this Hill; and,
as it is impossible for him to be here
tonight, I would ask the Minister whether
he will consider reporting progress until
such time as the hon. member can be
present.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: During
the previous debate on this matter, I was
inclined to support Dr. Hislop in most of
what he had to say. Since then I have
done a bit of reading on the subject and
made inquiries, and am inclined to change
my opinion. There are many forms of
therapeutics practised in foreign countries
with which we are entirely unfamiliar.
One is Yoga, in which a great number of
people believe.

There is nothing to stop a practitioner
in Yoga coming to Western Australia and
setting up a practice here. He could call
himself a physiotherapist because the
practice of Yoga is literally muscle educa-
tion by concentration, and so forth. This
board would have the right, after inquiry,
to say it was prepared to allow Yoga to
be practised under this measure, and then
that method would be under control. On
the other hand, inquiry might prove it to
be something of a fraud and not bene-
ficial. In that case the board should be
in a position to say that Yoga cannot be
practised. The board must have a right
to say what shall and shall not be done.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I hope the Com-
mittee will insist on the amendment. In
the case of a method outside what is laid
down in the Bill, it would take some time
for any lecturer or physiotherapist to de-
cide whether such method was successful.
To proclaim a method before it has been
approved is not the right way to go about
the matter. It can always be laid down
by regulation that certain methods shall
be approved. When Dr. Hislop moved for
deletion of the words "proclaimed method"

from the definition of physiotherapy, he
had quite a lot in his favour. If we leave
it to a body of men to say, "We proclaim
such and such a method as coming under
the definition of physiotherapy" before
that method has been tried, we will make a
grave mistake.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The reasons
given by the Assembly for opposing this
amendment are very concise and clear, and
we should support the Minister. A phsio-
therapist may do certain work which does
not quite come within the present defini-
tion. Unless we leave the words "pro-
claimed method" in the Bill, some quack
might carry on work which really should
be done by a phsyiotherapist, and the
quack would not be committing any offence.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I hope the Com-
mittee will insist on the amendment. I
cannot believe that, with his experience,
Dr. Hislop would have suggested an
amendment which would make it easier
for quacks to practise Physiotherapy or
an'ything In connection therewith.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He could make a
mistake.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: If not a compara-
tively new method of treatment.' this is
one that has not yet made the advance in
Australia that it has elsewhere, and we
should approach the matter with con-
siderable care when it comes to being
restrictive in the practice of physiotherapy
through legislation. I think Dr. Hislop
could see that benefits were more likely
to accrue to the people of this country
by leaving this as open as possible, and
that was why he submitted the amend-
ment. Certainly that is how it appears to
me. There are undoubtedly people suffer-
ing today who need the aid of this science
which is not available to them through
the ordinary practice of the medical pro-
fession and, in their interests, we should
insist on this amendment, in order to make
it possible for people to obtain the benefit
of developments taking place in other
countries.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: This Bill proposes
to make people who in the past have been
practising as physiotherapists register as
such. Obviously, the intention is to safe-
guard the public. I am impressed by the
fact that other States have preceded us
in this move and have included in their
legislation these identical words, or words
very much to the same effect. With the
greatest respect for Dr. Hislop, to whose
opinions we all pay very high regard, I
am not unmindful of the fact that in other
States there were probably medical men
whose opinions were given when legisla-
tion was enacted there. In a measure
such as this we must be a little con-
servative.

If we look at the definition of "physio-
therapy," we find there is a very wide
sphere in which these people can practise.
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If any new ideas, such as Yoga, assert
themselves as being worth while in India
or the United States, or some other Dart
of the world, I am sure this board will
be very quick to appreciate their worth.
The constitution of the board, which in-
cludes two physiotherapists out of a
membership of five, provides adequate
safeguards, and if any new method comes
to light, I think that, In the interests of
the public, it should have the approval
of the board.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I support the
Minister. It would be a retrograde step
not to include the words "proclaimed
method." They give the board power to al-
low physiotherapists. to practise some type
of manipulation of which we may know
nothing at present. Otherwise we shall
be putting advanced methods in the hands
of quacks.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Mr.
Heenan has told us that the words "pro-
claimed method" have been included in
the legislation enacted mn other States, on
the advice of the medical authorities there,
as they were found to be necessary.

Hon. R. 3. Boylen: We are not bound by
the other States.

Ron. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: No; but in
the light of practice there these words
were included. I support the amendment.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: It would seem that
our physiotherapists are not to be allowed
to make any progress at all in their science
as they will not be permitted to practise
any methods other than those prescribed
in the definition. That would mean that
we would have to wait for something new
to be started in some other State.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: What would
prevent their using new methods?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: They would be un-
able to practise anything other than what
was laid down in this measure.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: What about osteo-
paths?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: This measure does
not deal with them.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I do not
agree with Mr. Logan. If the words are
deleted, the board will be given power to
proclaim any new method. We know of
the Sister Kenny method of treating polio-
myelitis and we know that we lost her
treatment, owing to the views of the
authorities at that time. The proclaimed
method means the method of practising
physiotherapy which, on the recommenda-
tion of the board, has been proclaimed.

Hon. H. L. Roche: That would mean
that no-one could use a new method.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Anyone with
a new method could put it before the
board which could, if it thought fit, pro-
claim that method.

(89]

The MINISTER FORt TRANSPORT: I
am surprised at the comments of members
In regard to this question. The Bill will
place the Commissioner of Public Health,
who is one of our most highly qualified
medical men, in a position similar to
that outlined by the legislation in the
Eastern States.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Have these questions
been submitted to the physiotherapists?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
do not know, but the Commissioner of
Public Health is a highly qualified medical
man.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 2. Clause 2-Delete the words "or
proclaimed method" in line 17.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's ieasox1
for disagreeing Is-

It may be necessary to clarify some-
thing which should not be within the
scope of a physiotherapist and there-
fore to clarify the position by procla-
mation.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
This amendment is consequential. I move-

That the amendment be not insisted
on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 3. Clause 2-Delete the definition
"proclaimed method" as contained in lines
18 to 23.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is--

Consequential on Nos. I and 2 of
the reasons prepared.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:- I
move-

That the amendment be not insisted
on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 4. Clause 5, Subelause (2)-Delete
the word "examiners" in line 39.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's
reason for disagreeing Is--

It is necessary to have the power to
remunerate examiners.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move-

That the amendment be not Insisted
* on.

I leave it to the Committee. Members
will recall what occurred previously.
On a point of order it was pointed out
what would be involved. In the end Dr.
Hislop moved that a6 certain word be taken
out, because he knew that that would be
disagreed to in another place and thought
that in conference the ward could be re-
inserted and the necessary alterations
made.
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Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I agree that
we should not insist on this amendment.
The lecturer might be there only for a
couple of hours a day. He would be there,
if only for flvbe minutes.

Hon. R. J. floylen: What about the
examiner?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The hon. mem-
ber referred to the lecturer. I think the
original provision should stand and that
the amendment should not be insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not Insisted on.

No. 9. Clause 14-Delete this clause.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is-

Consequential on Nos. 1 and 2.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move-

That the amendment be not insisted
on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Further Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. H. K. Watson, Bill
again recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clause 12.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Transport In charge of the
Bill.

Clause 12-New Section 15A inserted:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an amend -
ment-

That in line 3 of proposed new Sec-
tion 15A the words "being a dwelling-
house" be struck out.

For reasons which I will explain In a
moment, I feel that the Committee should
have an opportunity of reconsidering the
decision at which it previously arrived. The
ease for the adoption of the amendment to
strike out all the words after "dwelling-
house" was very eloquently put by Mr.
Parker when he moved the amendment,
and I will not repeat what he said. The
clause was designed to permit the owner of
a dwellinghouse to secure possession of it
in a specified period. At the time we were
discussing whether or not the premises to
which that clause applied should be con-
fined to dwelllnghouses or should embrace
business premises as well.

The Committee was at rather a serious
disadvantage. For one thing it did not
then know the term of notice which the
owner of the premises who required them
for his own purposes would have to give
to the tenant. Secondly, there was the
fact that under Clause 5 there had been
raised the question of completely exempt-
ing all business premises from the whole
scope of the Act- That particular clause
was thoroughly considered and when Clause
12 was being dealt with the matter was
still in a state of suspension. it was not
till towards the end of the Committee stage.
that Clause 5 was further considered and
the proposal to exempt all business pre-
mises from the Act was defeated.

In approaching this question yesterday
and voting against it, I feel that members
may have been influenced by the fact of
that decision and the proposed amendment
of Clause 5 might have been decided in a
manner other than as it was. Therefore I
feel the Committee should have a further
opportunity of expressing itself now that
the position is quite clear and it knows
that no business Premises have been
excluded from the Act. The period of
notice to be given by the owner is six
months, reducible by one month for every
six months which the owner has owned
the premises, with a minimum notice of
three months. As I indicated when dis-
cussing this question before, the owner of
premises who requires themn for his own
purposes should have the right on due
notice to go into these premises.

If accepted, my amendment will, among
other things, overcome the case of a pur-
chaser who has bought premises from an-
other business man in which the vendor
-had previously carried on his own business,
and who undertook to vacate the premises
in a certain time but who has failed to
do so and is taking advantage of the pro-
tection of the Act to avoid an honourable
business undertaking. I know of a case
Of a very wealthy company which sold its
premises to a small Australian company
with possession in 12 months. When 12
months expired the purchaser was not
able to obtain possession of those premises.
My amendment will rectify a position like
that.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
must oppose this amendment. As Mr. Wat-
son says, we did cover this ground very
exhaustively. The effect will be that it
will entitle an owner to claim repossession
from a tenant who is a business man on
giving three months' notice and providing
he has owned the premises for a sufficient
length of time. That three month's notice
will be final. It is admitted that many bus-
iness men who theoretically may be subject
to eviction would not be affected because
the owner would not require the premises
for his awn use. But there Is always the
possibilty that he may, and certainly this
amendment would establish his right to
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claim it if he so desired. The court would
have no power to say whether the tenant
was suffering undue hardship by be-
ing deprived of premises, which means his
livelihood. He may also find considerable
difficulty in getting alternative accommo-
dation.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: He would still have
the right of appeal to the court.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Under the Bill as amended and taking into
account Mr. Parker's amendment, he
should be given three months' notice and
then apply to the court in another three
months. But if the owner has owned it
for a sufficient length of time he can claim
one month reduction in the period of
notice, until it comes down to a bare three
months. In most cases the owner would
have owned it long enough. in actual fact,
it would mean that he would be entitled
to claim it. Permits for business premises
have not had the same consideration from
the Housing Commission as those for
homes, and quite rightly so. Commercial
building is very much in arrears and at
a comparative disadvantage. If these busi-
ness men are dispossessed, as they may well
be. I think it might create a position which
would give serious concern to the Housing
Commission, and I think we should abide
by our previous decision to retain these
words in the Bill.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I think the Minis-
ter has got a bit mixed Up as to what this
amendment means. This puts the matter
on a basis that business premises and a
dwellinghouse shall be considered under
this clause.

The Minister for Transport: it puts
business premises on exactly the same level
as dwellinghouses.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The Minister's
words did not imply that, and I see no
reason why a business Premises should not
be on the same basis as a dwellinghouse.
People who own business premises should
have the same right to obtain Possession
as those who own dwellinghouses. If the
Minister follows this clause through, he
will find that the lessee of any business
premises may apply to the court, and if
there is any hardship imposed the court
may extend the period.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The Proposed
new section in Clause 12 has been amended
several times and we have to be very care-
ful as to what we do. We talk abbut the
owner. It will be remembered that we
amended it to mean that the definition of
"owner" can apply to mother1 father,
spouse, brother, sister, or daughter pro-
vided they are married. In the above case
there are already tour of them married,
and four of them are eligible for occupa-
tion. I support the Minister as I did
earlier.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The whole ques-
tion boils down to this: Are we going to
insist that a man who owns a property
which is let for business premises is to
have a millstone tied round his neck in
regard to that property? It is not done
in regard to any other property or any-
thing else. Why should it be done in the
case of business premises? The object of
the amendment is to put the owner of
business premises on the same footing as
the owner of a dwellinghouse who wants
possession of it for his own occupation.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Nothing new has
been advanced in support of the amend-
ment since yesterday's discussion. This
legislation has been in operation for It
years.

Hon. H. Hearn: Too long.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Rightly or wrongly.

Parliament has felt constrained in the
best interests of the State to renew the
Act from year to year. During that timie
people have built up their businesses and
a certain amount of goodwill attaches to
them. The amendment would permit of
tenants of offices and shops being given a
minimum of three months and a maximuma
of six months' notice and, as the Minister
pointed out, in nine cases out of 10 the
minimum would prevail.

We are dealing with the welfare of many
people including many small business
people and their whole future is more or
less at stake. There is nowhere else for
them to get accommodation. The short-
age of houses in the city, acute as it is,
is not nearly so acute as the shortage of
business premises. We are under an obli-
gation to ease the position more gradu-
ally than the amendment would permit.
I am satisfied that the passing of the
amendment would cause hardship and
chaos.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is another side
to the picture. Mr. Heenan said in effect
that some tenants had built up businesses
and that it would be unjust to break up
what they had established. What has hap-
pened to money in those 11 years? Dr.
Evatt's figures published this morning
show that the value of the LA has de-
clined to 10s. Id, and rents have been held
at the former level. Mr. Heenan claims
that tenants would be given three months'
notice to quit. Many decent tenants have
agreed to pay increased rentals because
they appreciated the ijustice being done
to the owner and, in most eases of which
I am aware, they have received an exten-
sion of their leases of three to five years.
Those leases would not be interfered with.

Some tenants have resisted any increase
and have sat pat on the old rent, refusing
to budge. Their leases are overdue and
they do not deserve protection. I believe
I am right in saying that the figure is 10s.
id.
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Hon. E. H. Gray:- No, 12s. 10d.
Hon. L. CRAI1G: That does not take into

account the recent rise; I am up to date.
Maintenance casts have multiplied four
times. Why should business premises be
treated differently from dwelllnghouses?
The number of people desirous of getting
possession of their premises for business
purposes is infinitesimal as compared with
the number who wish to get possession of
their own homes. Many owners of business
premises do not want them for their own
occupation, though Some do want them on
account of the expansion of their own busi-
ness. Mr. Watson had that experience and
wisely found other accommodation.

If business premises required are not of
a complicated sort, it is not difficult to
obtain a permit to build, provided the busi-
ness is suitable and the owner uses im-
ported materials. In saying that. I am
speaking from experience. I can see no
logical reason why business premises
should be treated differently from dwel-
lings.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I draw a
distinction between business premises and
dwellinghouses because of the ingoing that
is demanded.

Hon. L. Craig: And the owner does not
get It.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: No, but he
wants it. Mr. Parker spoke of people who
had Invested their savings in war bonds.
Some invested their savings to pay the
ingoing for a business and they need
protection.

Hon. H. Hearn: At whose expense?
Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND: if a tenant

builds up a business, it increases the value
of the premises.

Hon. H. Hearn: But it does not increase
the owner's ipcome.

Hon. H-. C. STRICKLAND: People who
invested their money in war bonds find
that the CA is now worth l0s. Id., ac-
cording to Mr. Craig, but people who in-
vested their money in property find It is
worth twice or three times as much.

Hon. L. Craig: Only If it is said.
Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Not many

owners will sell. The result is that the
patriotic person has suffered loss while the
man who invested in property has enjoyed
an increase.

H-on. H. S. W. PARKER: In reply to Mr.
Strickland. I should like to know to whom
tenants paid the Ingoing. This money
was paid to the previous tenant. It is the
tenant who Is reaping the benefit, not the
landlord. Before 1939 some people were
actively engaged in buying and selling busi-
nesses because there was a goodwill at-
tached to them, and the first thing the
purchaser required to know from the ven-
dor was the duration of the lease.

The ingoing was Paid to the vendor-
tenant on the basis of the balance of the
term of the lease. in other words, with
a, weekly tenancy there was no ingoing, but
if a lease had five or 10 years to run,
there was something to sell. People who
buy and sell an ingoitig at the present
time, without a lease, are trading on this
Act. Is it not time that the landlord
should reap the profits from his property,
and not the tenant?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I do not
agree with Mr. Parker. When the protec-
tion was lifted from hotels the Swan Brew-
ery could not occupy all of its hotels, and
no more leases were granted. The rent is
frequently adjusted. it does not matter
what business acumen a publican displays,
he cannot gain anything from it as he
would have done.

Hon. H. Hearn: I challenge your facts on
that point.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Mr. Parker
said that anyone buying an ingoing now
was, trading on the Act. Before the Act
came into operation, goodwill was charged
for small businesses.

Hon. L. Craig: For the balance of the
lease.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Such people
are entitled to protection.

Hon. Sir CHARLES L.ATHAM:. I in-
tended to support the amendment until
Mr. Parker spoke. He forgets that the man
who- owns the property has the benefit of
the increased value, but the man who put
his money Into a business will find that it
has lost a lot of its value. We ought to
consider him. I intend to oppose the
amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes ... ..
N oes rI.. .. ... ..

12
8

Majority for

Ayes.

Hon. N. Z, faxter
Hon. L. Craig
Han. H. Hearn
Hon. A. R. Jones
Hon. L. A. Logan
Han. A. L. Loton

Hon. G. Bennette
Hon. E. M. Davies
Ron. E. a. Gray
Ron. E. MA. eesnan

Aye-
Hon. F. R. Welsh

4

Ronl. W. J. Mlann
Ron. H. s. w. Parker
Ron. H. L. Roche
Hon. H. Tuckey
Ron. H. Kr. Watson
Hon. J7. Cunningham

(Taller.)
Noes.

Ron . Sir Chas. Latham
Ron. 0. H. Simpson
Han. H. C. Strickland
Hon. R..J. Boylen

(Teller.)

Pair.
NO.

Hon. Sir Prank Gibson

Amendment thus passed.
Bills reported with a further amendment

and the report again adopted.
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Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and returned to

the Assembly with amendments.

BILL-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day. Hon.

A. L. Loton in the Chair; the Minister for
Transport in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4-Section 20 amended:
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Clause 4 after an amendment moved
by Hon. E. H. Gray to insert after the
word "form" in line 5 the words "sup-
Ported by a certificate from a duly qualified
medical practitioner in private practice
stating that it would be in the best inter-
ests of such person" had been agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and pased.
Clauses 5 and 8-agreed to.
Clause 7--Section 88 amended:
Hon. L. CRAIG: The word "completely"

in paragraph (a) of Subclause (1) means
that the Inspector General will have to
look in every corner, keyhole and every
part of the institution. He would have
some difficulty in carrying out his duties
in that manner. To my mind, the word
"thoroughly" means what Is expected of
an inspector.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: You do not want
either word.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The word "cowpletely"
does not convey what is Intended. The
word "thoroughly" means that he shall
give It a good onceover to satisfy himself
that everything is all right. Therefore, I
move an amendment--

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of
Subsection (1) of proposed new Section
86 the word "completely" be struck out
and the word "thoroughly" inserted
in lieu.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I do not think
there Is any necessity to put in the word
suggested. If no other word is inserted,
it will provide that the Inspector General
shall inspect the hospitals, wards and so
on, then see the patients and report fully
to the Minister. There is only one way
for him to inspect, and that is to Inspect
it thoroughly. He cannot partially inspect
the institution. If he does it in that man-
ner, he is not carrying out his duties.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It Is futile to have a
difference over one word, but I consider
that "thoroughly" should be inserted. it
states that having thoroughly inspected
the premises he shall then see the patients.
The words are used in a particular way. I
think the word "thoroughly" Is necessary.
because It gives a man an instruction that
he must not merely attend the institution
but must thoroughly look it over.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I agree that the
word suggested by Mr. Craig should be
inserted because it lays emphasis on the
fact that at least once a year the Inspector
General shall not only make a general in-
spection but shall do something more than
that. However, I fail to see the difference
between the words "completely" and
"thoroughly," but one of them should be
inserted.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The word
"thoroughly" in this sense means mare
minutely. The word "completely" means
more widespread. To completely inspect
the premises would mean an inspection
from one end to the other. I think
the word "thoroughly" Is preferable.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That at the end of paragraph (a)
of Subsection (1) of proposed new
Section 86 the semicolon be struck out
with a view to adding other words.

The words I intend to add are, "and copies
of such reports and recommendations, ex-
cluding confidential information relating
to patients, shall, as soon as convenient, be
laid before both Houses of Parliament."
We have had an example of the inspector
General making a long detailed report to
the Minister a year before the Royal Com-
mission was held. Yet no-one outside the
department knew anything about the re-
port. This matter was mentioned by Dr.
Hislop in his second reading speech. I
the amendment is agreed to, the depart-
ment will still be protected, but the report
will be given to members and the public.
We would not have the same set of cir-
cumstances as we had recently during the
Royal Commission. If such reports are
not tabled, members will feel that they
are not in the confidence of the Govern-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
oppose this amendment. If the Inspector
General furnishes a report to the Minister,
it would form part of the ministerial re-
port, or the report of the department which
is tabled every year in the usual way. If
a Minister is in charge of a department,
then there should be some discretion or
responsibility on his part to say whether
such a document shall appear in the
annual report of the department. There
might be a case where a certain report
should not be made public, even though the
Minister intends to act upon it. If the
Minister is given responsibility, then he
should have discretionary power to say
whether a report shall be tabled or not.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Objections have
been raised before about Ministers and
Governments keeping in the background
matters that should be known to members
and the public. Particularly included in
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the words I intend to add are the words
"excluding confidential information relat-
ing to patients." No other information re-
lating to Government institutions should
be restricted, and it should be available
to members of Parliament and the public.
if there is something that should be hid-
den in regard to the affairs of the institu-
tion, then members of Parliament and the
public should know about it. If there is
nothing wrong, then the report should be
laid on the Table of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind mem-
bers that at present the question before
the Committee is for deletion of the semi-
colon. I have permitted considerable de-
bate because it involves a further amend-
ment,

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is important for the
Committee to deal with the whole question
because we cannot discuss the deletion of
a semicolon but must discuss the words
that are proposed to be added. I hope that
the amendment will not be agreed to. It
would be intolerable if the Minister had
to go through the report to determine
what shall and shall not be laid on the
Table of the House.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Unnecessary work.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, a tremendous
amount of work. The Minister might just
as well give the information to the news-
papers as lay the report on the Table. We
already get a report from the Auditor Gen-
eral on the financial side of the institution.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Every
Year we receive a comprehensive report
from the Inspector General of the Insane.
I have it before me, and I think he has
covered almost everything. I do not know
whether it is desired that we should have a
personal report on every Patient in the
hospital, which would be quite a difficult
matter, and I would not like to see that
done. The last report made by him was
laid on the Table of the House, and that
Practice has been followed over the years.
If any member desires further informa-
tion, it can always be obtained by way of
a question or by a motion before the House.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It is rather
dangerous to add these words. This clause
provides for the Inspector General to re-
port to the Minister. I do not care what
institution it is or wherever it may be,
there is always Something adverse which
can be reported upon. We know that the
accommodation at the Claremont Mental
Hospital is far from good. If the Inspec-
tor General's report is to be thrown open
to the public, through the Press, it means
that the Inspector General, being human,
will be Inclined to tone down his report
to a greater extent than he perhaps would
if he were merely making a confidential
report to the Minister. AJlso, is it fair to
the parents of some of the Patients at the

institution to have a report on the patients
publicised when we know that although
some things might distress those
parents very much indeed, they might be
regarded as quite all right in the institu-
tion itself?

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: From what has
been said by some members, particularly
Mr. Parker, it appears that there is some-
thing wrong with the conduct of the insti-
tution.

The Minister for Transport: Not at all.

Ron. N. E. BAXTER: That is what he
implied.

The Minister for Transport: No.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Of course not.
Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Yes, certainly. He

implied that there were distressing things
which the Inspector General would have
to report about the treatment of inmates
in the institution. Therefore, the inference
is that there is something wrong with the
conduct of mental hospitals in general.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Parker does not
wish that inference to be drawn from his
remarks.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I cannot see
the necessity for the amendment because
the usual channels are open to members
by which they can approach the Minister
to peruse any particular file to gain in-
formation. If they think there is some-
thing that should be made public, they
can ask in this House that the papers be
tabled, and they then become public pro-
perty. The ordinary procedure for the
tabling of reports should satisfy members.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. N. E, BAXTER: I move an amend-

mient-i
That in line 1 of paragraph (b) of

Subsection (1) of proposed new Section
86 the word "may" be struck out.

The word is absolutely redundant as mem-
bers will see if they read the proposed new
section right from the beginning linking
the Preamble with the word "may" in line
22.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I was going to
move an amendment in a different way.
I intended to move for a Comma to be
inserted after the word "thereof" in line
23 and strike out the word "may" in the
same line.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not agree
that the second word "may" should be left
in. By deleting the first "may" it makes
more common sense. By leaving in the
".may" in line 22 and striking out the word
"may" in line 23, it will read, "patients
be inspected," if we leave the intervening
words out. To have good English in the
clause, the first "may" in the clause should
be struck out.
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Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I think
Mr. Baxter has lost sight of the Preamble
in this proposed new section. It is that.
which connects the words up. If he strikes
out the word "may" at the beginning of
Paragraph (b) it will read, "and any
Patients therein and the records," and so
on, and that does not read sense.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN:, I move an amend-

met-
That in line 2 of Paragraph (b) of

Subsection (1) of proposed new Section
86 after the word "thereof", a comma
be Inserted.

Amendment put and passed.
H-on. E. M. HEENAN: I move an amend-

met-
That in line 2 of Paragraph (b,) of

Subsection (1) of Proposed new Sec-
tion 86 after the word "thereof" the
word "may" be struck out.

The first word "may" at the beginning of
the Paragraph then follows on to the words
"be inspected."

Amendment put and passed; the* clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 and 9-agreed to.
Clause 10-ection 16'?, repeal and new

Section.
Hon. L., CRAIG: I move an amend-

ment
That in line 9 of proposed new Sec-

tion 167 after the word "entitled", the
words "subject to the approval of the
court" be inserted.

In my second reading speech I explained
the reason for the amendment and I made
some further inquiries today. My sugges-
tions were again confirmed by a person
who knows. The inspector General and a
relative, guardian or friend of a mental
patient may agree that special attention
for the unfortunate individual is necessary:,
and if it is decided upon, the expense has
to be borne by the patient's estate. I have
heard of a case where a relative got per-
mission to take a growing girl to England
and Europe, and the expense of the whole
trip was provided from the girl's estate.
The inspector General might possibly be
induced to agree to a relative taking a pat-
ient to Vienna or America in the hope of
consulting a specialist who might be able
to do something for the patient.

There are many cases where the Master
in Lunacy controls the estate of an inmate
of the mental hospital and he would ap-
point a committee to handle the affairs
of the patient. Often a trustee company
is appointed for such a purpose, and the
income from the patient's estate is used for
his benefit during his lifetime. Under the
proposal in the Bill, it would be quite pos-
sible for the estate of a patient to be almost
completely depleted, and I do not think it

should be done except by permission of the
court. It would merely involve an applica-
tion to a judge in Chambers and would
only take half an hour with little expense
to the estate.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: With lawyers there!
Hon. L. CRAIG: Mr. Baxter makes a

statement like that, and yet he knows
nothing at all of the subject.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:. But it might
happen.

Hon. L. CRAIG:, Even if it cost a few
guineas, because a lawyer was engaged it
might possibly save thousands of pounds.
As a matter of fact, no lawyer would be
required at all. The committee appointed
by the Master in Lunacy would not use
funds belonging to a patient, and-

Hon. H. S. W. Parker- would not dare
do so.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is so. An applica-
tion to the court would safeguard the posi-
tion.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Mr. Craig is right
away from the point altogether. The clause
refers to patients detained in an institu-
tion. It does not refer to people who would
be discharged in order to go for a trip to
Europe. I have never heard anything so
ridiculous before in my life as to suggest
that the relatives could use the funds of
a patient for such a purpose. If the patient
is detained in a mental hospital, be would
not be released for a trip to Europe or even
to South Perth!

Hon. L. Craig: As usual, you are wrong!
Hon. E. H. Gray: A patient would be al-

lowed out for that Purpose.
Hon. N. E. BAXTER: This refers to

special nursing attention for a patient. That
would not mean the employment of a fully
qualified nurse but a young woman who
would take care of the personal needs of
the patient. The provision here is to reim-
burse the relative for any funds expended.

H-on. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The estate
of a mental patient is always taken in hand
by the Master in Lunacy promptly. Some-
times a relative may make an application
to the court and have an administrator ap-
pointed. The administrator is responsible
under the Lunacy Act to carry out what is
necessary. I do not think anything could
be done along the lines suggested by Mr.
Craig without the approval of the Master
in Lunacy.

Hon. L. Craig: The Master in Lunacy Is,
in effect, the court.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: For the
information of Mr. Baxter, I can say
patients are often allowed out of the insti-
tution for week-ends, subject to the appro-
val of the Inspector General.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: But not to go for a
trip to Europe.
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Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know of
one patient who was taken to Vienna for
special treatment.

Ron. L. Craig: And the patient would
have to pay the whole of the expenses.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
suggest that the amendment is unnecessary
because the position is fully covered by
Section 24 of the Public Trustee Act. It
must be remembered that some of the
patients are there voluntarily, and in such
cases no attempt is made to transfer the
responsibility for their estates to the Public
Trustee. Patients are often allowed out for
week-ends at the discretion of the Inspec-
tor General. Mr. Craig's fears relate to
persons who are subject to whims and de-
sires when they get hold of money, but in
ordinary circumstances the management of
the affairs of such people would be in the
hands of the Public Trustee.

Hon. Hf. S. W. PARKER: When applica-
tion is made for a person with an estate
of any moment at all to be declared insane
or for a person incapable of managing his
own affairs, the -court is very careful before
issuing such a declaration. As soon as it
does, however, a committee is appointed.
to take over the whole of the estate of that
patient. The committee might be a trustee
company or a private individual. This com-
mittee has to render a detailed account
covering receipts and expenditure and is
surcharged with any errors. If he sends
the patient for a trip, the Master in Lunacy
may say he had no right to spend the
money and must pay for It himself or the
Master may agree to what has been done
or may want some explanation.

This Bill does not apply to such a person
at all, though it might. The relative or
guardian or friend could say to the Super-
intendent, "We should pay another £5 a
week for this man's maintenance," and it
may be that this clause would override the
other sections of the Lunacy Act. I think
this provision is really meant to apply to
the small estate which goes into the hands
of the Public Trustee and with which the
court has nothing to do. The clause re-
quires redrafting to include the words "with
the approval of the trustee or the com-
mittee." Actually no guardian, relative or
friend has any money of the declared in-
sane person, and the Act deals only with
declared persons.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 11, TItle-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL,-SEEDS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. JONES (Midland) [11.21]:
if this Bill is passed it will repeal the Agri-
cultural Seeds Act of 1922. The provisions
contained in the Bill have been sought for
many years in order to bring this State
into line with other States. Though there
are slight variations to deal with local con-
ditions, the measure is somewhat similar
to Acts which are in existence in all the
other States. I have been through the Bill
and, like the Minister, I am very pleased
that at last something has been drafted
that will enable us to police those people
who have been rather lax in the past in
selling seeds. We all know that as the
result of the sale of seed which is not UP
to the required standard of purity, noxious
weeds can be spread In no uncertain man-
ner.

Under the provisions of the Bill, a per-
son who sells seeds must see that they are
up to a certain standard and brand and
dispose of them in accordance with the
requirements of the Act. if the purchaser
finds that they are not up to standard
he can return them to the seller and the
costs, if any, are to be borne by the latter.
The Bill provides for everything we want,
except for one amendment which I would
like to propose when the Bill is dealt with
in Committee. I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. lDimmitt in the Chair; the

Minister for Agriculture in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5--agreed to.
Clause 6--Application of Act:
Hon. A. 8. JONES: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 2 of Subclause (2) after

the word "Person" the words "for the
purpose of their being cleaned or
graded" be struck out and the words
"who is in business as a seeds grader
and/or cleaner who may purchase
seeds for such purpose of grading
and/or cleaning to bring seeds to the
prescribed standard to comply with
this Act" inserted in lieu.

The purpose of the amendment is to leave
no loophole whereby one grower of seeds
can sell to another with the possibility that
the person who purchases the seeds may
do so with the idea of grading them but
within a certain time will sell them to
somebody else without having done so.

The MINISTER FOR. AGRICULTURE:
I have no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses '7 and 8-agreed to.
Clause 9-prohibition of sale of certain

seeds:
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Hon. A. L. LOTON: There is no mention
in the clause of chaff or meadow hay. The
Minister will realise that in the past hay
and meadow hay and chaff have been
serious causes of the spread of noxious
weeds. Chaff and hay from areas badly
infested with double gees, turnip, wild
radish and cape tulip have been gathered
and sent to other areas. If we are going
to make the Act effective and prevent the
spread of weeds, then bay, chaff and
meadow hay must be brought within the
scope of the measure. I would like to know
whether that can be done, and if so I: will
try to have an amendment prepared and
the Bill could be recommitted for its con-
sideration tomorrow.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Although I am not sure on the point, I
think that comes under paragraph (a). I
have no objection to the words "'pro-
hibited seeds in hay or chaff."

H-on. A. L. Loton: Very well. I will not
move an amendment at this stage.

Mon. A. R. Jones: It seems to me that
hay, chaff and so on should come within
the provision dealing with fodder.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We should be careful in this regard. I
believe the point is covered in paragraph
(a).

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: This Bill
deals only with seeds, and not with chaff.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A person could be prosecuted for selling
prohibited seeds, no matter how they
were sold.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 21-agreed to.
Clause 22-Evidence of person being a

seed analyst or inspector:,
The MINSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I move an amendment-
That at the end of the clause the

words "shall be sufficient" be added.
The onus of proof was struck out in an-
other place.

Amendment put and Passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23 to 26, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 3 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.40 p.m.
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Wednesday, 6th December, 1950.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
2.15 p.m and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

SWAN RIVER.

As to Report on Pollution.

Mr. SHEARN asked the Minister for
Works:

Can he say when it is anticipated the
report by the Director of Government
Chemnical Laboratories, to whom the in-
vestigation of specific aspects of Swan
river pollution was entrusted, will be re-
ceived by him and made public?

The MINISTER replied:,
Investigations and the compilation of

data preliminary to a full report must
necessarily include seasonal observations.
An early report on these matters is not an-
ticipated.
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